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The  Bad  Little  Penguins 

Benny  and  Lenny  were  penguins. 
They  lived  in  a  place  where  there 
was  much  ice  and  snow. 

Benny  looked  just  like  Lenny,  and 
Benny  and  Lenny  looked  like  all  the 
other  little  penguins. 

But  you  could  always  tell  Benny 
and  Lenny  from  the  other  penguins. 
How  could  you  tell?  You  will  see. 
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Benny  and  Lenny  went  to  the 
penguin  school.  The  little  penguins 
always  went  to  this  school.  All  but 
Benny  and  Lenny  were  good  and 
tried  to  do  as  they  were  told. 

Benny  and  Lenny  were  not  so  very 
bad.  They  liked  to  play  jokes. 

When  the  other  little  penguins 
laughed  at  their  jokes,  Benny  and 
Lenny  were  very  happy. 

Once  in  a  while  a  joke  was  not 
funny  and  no  one  laughed.  Then 
Benny  and  Lenny  would  laugh  and 
try  to  make  the  others  laugh  too. 

The  other  little  penguins  would 
turn  their  backs  on  Benny  and 
Lenny.  They  would  not  laugh. 

"Too  bad/'  they  would  say.  "Your 
joke  is  not  so  very  funny." 
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One  day  the  teacher  said,  "Today 
I  shall  show  you  how  to  get  away 
when  something  is  after  you.  Follow 
me  in  the  water,  little  penguins." 

The  teacher  jumped  into  the  water 
and  began  to  swim.  All  the  little 
penguins  swam  after  her. 
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Through  the  water  and  under  it 
went  the  teacher.  She  swam  faster 
and  faster.  She  turned  this  way  and 
that.  The  little  penguins  followed 
after  her. 

The  teacher  jumped  up  on  the  ice, 
and  the  little  penguins  followed. 

"Stand  on  the  ice  and  look  at 
me,"  she  said.  "I  will  show  you  how 
to  swim.  Some  of  you  do  not  swim 
very  well." 
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The  teacher  jumped  into  the  water 
and  began  to  swim.  All  the  little 
penguins  looked  at  her. 

Then  Benny  and  Lenny  looked  at 
the  other  little  penguins,  who  were 
in  a  long  row  on  the  ice.  They  walked 
back  of  the  row  and  they  pushed 
every  little  penguin  into  the  water. 

Plop!     Plop!     Plop!     Plop!  -a^;  siij 

-11 


The  teacher  came  up  out  of  the 
water.  The  little  penguins  came  up 
and  shouted  at  Benny  and  Lenny. 

"  Benny  Penguin !  Lenny  Penguin ! " 
said  the  teacher.  "You  must  not  play 
jokes  in  school." 

Then  the  teacher  said  to  all  the 
little  penguins,  "Now  show  me  how 
you  can  slide." 

The  penguins  stopped  shouting. 
They  were  happy  for  they  liked  to 
slide.  They  had  no  sleds  but  they 
could  slide  on  their  tummies. 

Over  the  ice  went  all  the  little 
penguins  on  their  tummies.  Flap, 
flap,  went  their  wings,  and  push, 
push,  went  their  feet. 

Faster  and  faster  they  went,  over 
the  ice  on  their  tummies. 
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When  the  penguins  came  to  the 
beach,  they  went  right  on.  Flap,  flap 
went  their  wings.  They  could  slide 
over  sand  as  well  as  ice. 

"You  did  well,"  said  the  teacher. 
""Now,  shall  we  slide  down  the  hill?" 

The  little  penguins  liked  to  slide 
down  the  big  hill.  Everyone  took  a 
turn  going  down  the  hill. 
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But  Benny  and  Lenny  were  playing 
jokes  again.  When  they  went  down 
the  hill,  they  did  not  get  out  of  the 
way.  When  the  next  little  penguin 
went  down,  he  ran  into  Benny  and 
Lenny,  and  so  did  the  others. 

Soon  all  the  little  penguins  were 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  one  on  top  of 
the  other.  They  were  pushing  and 
shouting.  They  were  very  cross  with 
Benny  and  Lenny. 
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The  teacher  helped  the  little 
penguins  to  their  feet. 

"Do  not  be  cross/9  she  said. 

Then  she  said  to  Benny  and  Lenny, 
"A  joke  is  all  right  once  in  a  while, 
but  you  play  jokes  all  the  time.  Try 
to  stop  joking  for  a  while/9 

"We  will  try/'  said  Benny. 

They  did  try,  but  it  was  very  hard 
for  them  to  stop,  because  they  had 
played  jokes  for  a  long  time. 
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Benny's  Joke 

"Shall  we  play  Follow  the  Leader?" 
the  teacher  asked. 

The  little  penguins  jumped  up  and 
down  and  shouted,  "Yes,  yes!': 

"Benny  shall  be  the  first  leader," 
said  the  teacher.  "Now  be  a  good 
leader,  Benny." 

Away  went  Benny  and  away  went 
all  the  other  penguins.  They  were 
glad  Benny  was  the  leader. 

He  could  always  think  of  something 
interesting  to  do. 
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All  the  little  penguins  followed 
Benny  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
they  followed  him  down  again. 
When  Benny  jumped  into  the  water, 
they  swam  after  him. 

Benny  jumped  up  on  a  cake  of  ice 
and  took  a  little  ride.  The  other 
penguins,  one  by  one,  jumped  up  on 
the  cake  of  ice  to  ride  with  him. 

All  of  the  penguins  tried  to  stand 
on  one  cake  of  ice,  but  it  was  too 
little.  While  some  were  jumping  on 
the  ice  cake,  others  were  falling  off. 

-17 


Benny  began  to  think  of  his  jokes 
again.  He  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  joke  to  hide  from  all  the  other 
little  penguins.  Then  they  would 
have  to  play  Find  the  Leader. 

So  while  the  little  penguins  were 
jumping  on  the  ice  cake,  Benny  went 
under  the  water.  He  came  up  on  the 
other  side  of  a  big  cake  of  ice. 
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It  was  a  good  place  to  hide.  Benny 
laughed  as  he  looked  around  the 
corner  of  the  cake  of  ice. 

He  heard  the  other  penguins  say, 
"  Where  is  Benny  ?  Where  is  Benny  ? '' 

The  little  penguins  called  to  the 
teacher,  " Where  is  Benny?  We 
cannot  play  Follow  the  Leader  now. 
We  cannot  find  our  leader." 

The  teacher  said,  "We  will  find 
Benny.  You  must  help  to  find  him." 

So  the  penguins  began  to  look  for 
Benny.  They  looked  in  the  water, 
and  under  the  ice  cakes. 

After  a  while  Benny  could  not  see 
the  teacher  and  the  little  penguins. 

"This  joke  is  not  funny,"  said 
Benny.  "I  am  going  home.  The 
others  must  be  there." 
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When  Benny  came  to  his  home 
beach,  all  the  mother  penguins 
hurried  to  meet  him. 

"Oh,  Benny/'  called  his  mother. 
"Are  you  all  right?" 

"Yes,  I  am,"  said  Benny.  "I  was  in 
the  water.  Where  are  the  others?'3 

"They  are  looking  for  you,"  said  his 
mother.  "We  did  not  know  where 
you  were.  I  was  worried.  I  thought 
I  would  never  see  you  again." 

Benny's  mother  cried  a  little,  and 
Benny  cried,  too,  when  he  saw  how 
worried  she  was. 

"I  am  all  right,"  said  Benny. 
"Shall  I  call  the  others?" 

"Yes,  do,"  said  the  mothers. 

Benny  went  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  but 
not  a  penguin  did  he  see. 
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Benny  went  to  the  next  hill.  He 
did  not  see  any  penguins  there. 

He  was  worried,  for  there  was 
something  in  the  water  that  liked 
to  eat  penguins.  Benny  did  not  like 
to  think  about  that. 

He  walked  slowly,  for  he  was 
worried.  He  knew  his  mother  was 
worried,  too,  because  of  his  joke. 

"I  never  will  play  a  joke  again," 
he  thought. 
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Then  Benny  saw  the  penguins 
coming.  He  was  so  happy  that  he 
shouted  and  jumped  up  and  down. 

The  other  penguins  were  happy  to 
see  Benny.  They  hurried  to  him. 

"Oh,  Benny/'  they  cried.  "  We  were 
worried  when  we  could  not  find  you." 

"I  was  playing  a  joke,"  said  Benny. 
"I  will  never  do  that  again." 

"Play  only  funny  jokes,"  said  the 
penguin  teacher. 
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Jokes 

Here  are  some  of  the  places  where 
a  good  leader  would  not  play  jokes. 
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The  Barnyard  Guard 

Once  there  was  a  Mother  Duck  who 
was  very  proud  of  her  children.  She 
had  seven  little  ducks  and  a  little 
turkey.  What  do  you  think  of  that? 

Mother  Duck  was  much  surprised 
that  one  of  her  children  was  a  turkey, 
but  she  liked  Little  Turkey  as  well  as 
she  liked  the  little  ducks. 
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Every  day,  Mother  Duck  took  Little 
Turkey  and  the  seven  ducks  to  the 
pond.  When  they  came  to  the  pond, 
she  said,  "Now  you  may  swim." 

The  little  ducks  could  not  wait  to 
jump  into  the  water.  They  liked  to 
swim,  and  there  were  good  things  to 
eat  in  the  water.  Little  Turkey  never 
would  swim.  He  would  just  take  a 
drink  of  the  water. 
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"Try  to  swim/'  Mother  Duck  said. 

"No,  no,  no,"  said  Little  Turkey. 
"Water  is  to  drink." 

After  a  time  Mother  Duck  swam 
away  with  her  seven  ducks,  but  she 
was  worried.  She  did  not  know  what 
to  think  of  Little  Turkey. 

Little  Turkey  stayed  by  the  pond 
and  waited  for  Mother  Duck. 

He  picked  up  good  things  to  eat 
while  he  waited. 
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Little  Turkey  was  very  happy  when 
Mother  Duck  came  out  of  the  water. 
He  liked  all  the  other  ducks,  and  he 
liked  the  chickens  and  the  pigs,  too. 
He  liked  to  walk  with  them. 

One  day  Little  Turkey  was  surprised 
when  he  looked  at  Mother  Duck.  How 
little  she  was!  He  had  thought  she 
was  big.  Mother  Duck  was  surprised, 
too,  when  she  looked  at  Little  Turkey. 

"I  do  not  know  what  to  think  of 
you,"  she  said.  "You  are  not  like  my 
other  children  at  all." 
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Little  Turkey  grew  bigger  every 
day.  He  began  to  be  very  proud.  He 
would  ruffle  up  his  feathers  and  look 
as  big  as  he  could. 

How  big  he  was  and  how  proud  he 
was  to  be  so  big!  Everyone  began  to 
call  him  Big  Turkey. 

Big  Turkey  was  so  proud  that  he 
wanted  the  ducks  and  the  chickens 
and  the  pigs  to  look  at  him.  When 
they  did  not  look  at  him,  he  was  cross. 
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One  day  when  Big  Turkey  went  into 
the  barnyard,  no  one  looked  at  him. 
Everyone  was  looking  around  and 
trying  to  find  something  to  eat. 

So  Big  Turkey  walked  over  to  the 
chickens.  He  ruffled  his  feathers  and 
spread  out  his  tail.  Then  he  said, 
"Gobble!  Gobble!  Gobble!" 

The  chickens  turned  and  ran  away. 

"Well,  well!"  said  Big  Turkey. 
"They  are  afraid  of  me." 
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Big  Turkey  looked  at  the  ducks  who 
were  picking  up  good  things  to  eat 
in  the  barnyard. 

Big  Turkey  walked  over  to  the 
ducks.  He  ruffled  his  feathers  and 
spread  his  tail.  Then  he  said  as  loud 
as  he  could,  "Gobble!  Gobble!" 

The  ducks  were  so  surprised  that 
they  ran  away. 

"Well,  well!"  said  Big  Turkey. 
"The  ducks  are  afraid  of  me,  too." 
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Big  Turkey  looked  over  at  the  pigs. 
j&  They  were  not  looking  at  him. 

He  wanted  to  see  if  the  pigs  were 
afraid  of  him.  He  always  liked  to 
hear  them  squeal. 

So  Big  Turkey  walked  over  to  the 
pigs.  He  ruffled  his  feathers  and 
spread  his  tail  and  said  as  loud  as  he 
could,  "Gobble!  Gobble!  Gobble!" 

The  pigs  squealed  and  ran  out  of 
Big  Turkey's  way. 
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After  that,  everyone  was  afraid  of 
Big  Turkey.  When  he  came  into  the 
barnyard  someone  always  said,  "Look 
out!  Here  comes  that  cross  old  bird." 

Then  everyone  would  go  away. 

Big  Turkey  began  to  be  very  lonely. 
He  went  to  Mother  Duck  and  told  her 
how  lonely  he  was. 

"No  one  will  talk  to  me,"  he  said. 
"Everyone  runs  away  when  I  come. 
I  want  someone  to  talk  to  me." 
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'Well,  Big  Turkey,  you  are  now  so 
big  that  everyone  is  afraid  of  you/' 
said  Mother  Duck,  "You  are  very 
cross,  too,  and  you  always  try  to  push 
everyone  out  of  your  way/' 

"What  can  I  do  to  make  the  ducks 
and  the  chickens  and  the  pigs  like  me 
again?"  asked  Big  Turkey. 

"You  are  so  big  that  you  can  help 
us  here  in  our  own  barnyard,"  said 
Mother  Duck.  "When  a  dog  comes 
into  the  yard  you  can  make  him  go 
away.  When  boys  run  after  the 
chickens  and  ducks,  you  can  make 
them  stop.  You  can  now  care  for  us. 
The  chickens  and  the  ducks  and 
the  pigs  will  like  you  again  if  they 
find  out  that  you  want  to  help  them 
and  take  care  of  them." 
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Big  Turkey  ruffled  up  his  feathers 
and  spread  out  his  tail. 

"Dogs  and  boys  will  have  to  look 
out/9  he  said.  "They  shall  not  run 
after  the  chickens  and  the  ducks  and 
the  pigs  while  I  am  here.  I  will  take 
care  of  everyone  in  our  barnyard.  I 
am  bigger  than  the  others,  and  so 
I  will  take  care  of  them." 
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The  School  Guard 

Tell  what  a  school  guard  can  do  to 
help  little  children. 
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FIRE!    FIRE! 
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Playing  Fireman 

Paul  and  George  were  playing  ball 
when  they  heard  the  siren  of  a  fire 
truck.  They  ran  to  the  corner  to  see 
the  fire  truck  go  by. 

The  fire  truck  was  coming  fast.  The 
siren  never  stopped,  and  the  bell  rang 
with  a  clang,  clang,  clang. 

The  fire  siren  and  the  bell  told 
everyone  to  get  out  of  the  way  and 
wait  for  the  fire  truck  to  go  by. 
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Everyone  got  out  of  the  way.  The 
street  cars  stopped  in  the  street.  The 
cars  stopped  at  the  curb. 

The  fire  truck  went  right  through 
the  red  light.  Firemen  going  to  a  fire 
must  hurry.  They  cannot  wait  for 
other  cars  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

After  the  truck  went  by,  the  boys 
played  fireman.  They  put  on  their 
raincoats  and  their  rain  hats. 
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They  put  the  garden  hose  and  a 
little  ladder  on  Paul's  wagon.  The 
wagon  made  a  good  fire  truck.  George 
was  the  fire  chief. 

The  fire  bell  rang  clang,  clang!  The 
boys  put  out  many  fires. 

"Up  with  the  ladders!  Out  with 
the  hose!  Now  turn  on  the  water!" 
shouted  the  chief. 

What  fun  it  was  to  play  fireman! 
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>v  Fire  in  the  Box  Factory 

The  next  day  was  Sunday.  George 
and  Paul  went  for  a  walk.  They 
walked  to  a  box  factory. 

This  factory  was  always  a  very 
interesting  place,  and  the  boys  liked 
to  go  there.  No  one  was  in  the  box 
factory  on  Sunday. 

All  at  once,  Paul  cried,  "Look!  Is 
that  smoke?'3 

"Yes,"  said  George.  "I  see  smoke 
coming  out  of  the  factory  windows." 
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"Fire!  Fire!'  George  shouted  as 
loud  as  he  could. 

"Fire!     Fire!"  cried  Paul. 

No  one  heard  them. 

"Where  is  the  nearest  fire  alarm 
box?'3  asked  George. 

Paul  thought  of  a  picture  he  had 
seen  at  school.  It  showed  where  to 
find  every  fire  alarm  box. 

"I  know!"  cried  Paul.  "Come  on!" 

And  away  they  ran. 
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When  the  boys  reached  the  alarm 
box,  they  stopped  to  read  the  sign  on 
the  box.  They  had  read  it  many 
times  before,  but  they  read  it  again. 
They  wanted  to  do  the  right  thing 
when  they  turned  in  the  alarm. 

After  the  alarm  had  been  turned  in 
the  boys  stayed  near  the  alarm  box. 
They  stayed  to  tell  the  firemen  where 
to  find  the  fire. 
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When  the  fire  chief  came,  the  boys 
shouted,  "Fire  at  the  box  factory !?: 

The  chief  went  on  quickly,  and  the 
fire  truck  followed.  Then  George  and 
Paul  ran  to  the  fire.  Other  people 
ran  to  watch  the  firemen,  too. 

Only  a  little  while  before,  smoke 
had  been  coming  out  of  the  factory. 
Now  fire  could  be  seen  at  the  windows. 
Firemen  were  hard  at  work. 
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The  firemen  worked  quickly.  Some 
of  them  took  fire  hose  into  the  box 
factory  through  the  door. 

Others  put  long  ladders  up  to  the 
windows.  They  took  hose  up  the  long 
ladders.  Then  they  put  water  on  the 
fire  through  the  windows. 
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The  fire  grew  bigger  and  bigger. 
Other  fire  trucks  came.  Sparks  from 
the  fire  were  falling  on  some  of  the 
houses  nearest  the  box  factory. 

The  firemen  were  afraid  that  those 
houses  would  burn,  too.  They  turned 
the  hose  on  the  houses. 
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George  and  Paul  stayed  on  the 
sidewalk  and  they  did  not  go  near  the 
firemen.  They  knew  that  they  should 
never  go  near  a  fire. 

Some  little  boys  began  to  play  near 
the  hose.  George  called  to  them. 

"Stay  over  here/'  he  said.  "You 
may  get  hurt  there.  Sparks  may  fall 
on  you.  You  are  in  the  way,  too." 

Before  long,  the  fire  was  out.  The 
firemen  put  the  hose  and  ladders  back 
on  the  trucks. 

The  fire  chief  looked  over  the  box 
factory  and  the  houses  near  it.  He 
looked  for  sparks  that  might  cause  the 
fire  to  start  again. 

Then  he  came  to  George  and  Paul. 

"Are  you  the  boys  who  turned  in 
the  fire  alarm?93  he  asked. 
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'Yes/'  said  George.  'We  ran  to  the 
alarm  box  when  we  saw  the  smoke. 
We  thought  it  was  only  a  little  fire. 
It  grew  bigger  very  quickly/' 

"A  little  fire  quickly  turns  into  a 
big  one/'  said  the  chief.  "We  could 
not  save  the  factory.  We  saved  the 
houses  because  you  turned  in  the 
alarm  as  soon  as  you  saw  the  smoke." 
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"I  am  glad  you  knew  where  to  find 
the  alarm  box/'  the  fire  chief  went  on. 
"I  am  glad  you  could  turn  in  the 
alarm.  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  fire 
station?  Would  you  like  to  see  how 
the  alarm  comes  into  the  station?" 

"Yes,  we  would!"  said  the  boys. 

"Get  into  my  car  and  we  will  go," 
said  the  fire  chief.  "On  our  way  we 
will  stop  to  tell  your  mothers  where 
you  are  going." 
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The  boys  were  happy  to  ride  with 
the  fire  chief  in  his  big  red  car.  They 
wanted  everyone  to  see  them  going 
down  the  street. 

At  the  station,  the  boys  saw  that 
the  fire  truck  had  come  back.  The 
firemen  were  hard  at  work. 

They  were  washing  the  truck  and 
taking  care  of  the  hose.  They  worked 
quickly  because  another  alarm  might 
come  in  at  any  time. 
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The  boys  saw  a  very  interesting 
machine  in  the  station. 

"  Every  station  in  the  city  has  a 
machine  like  this/'  said  the  chief. 
"When  you  turned  in  the  alarm  it 
went  to  every  station  in  the  city.  In 
every  station  it  went  through  a  big 
machine  just  like  this." 
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"Every  alarm  box  has  a  number," 
said  the  chief.  "This  machine  shows 
the  number  of  the  box  where  the  alarm 
is  turned  in.  A  fireman  guards  the 
machine  even  on  Sunday. 

"Look  at  the  big  board  over  the 
machine.  See  the  numbers  on  it?  If 
there  is  an  alarm  the  number  of  the 
alarm  box  is  put  on  this  board." 
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"When  I  saw  the  fire/'  said  the 
chief,  "I  knew  it  was  going  to  be  a 
big  one.  I  turned  in  a  call  for  help. 
Then  a  machine  in  every  fire  station 
in  the  city  showed  the  number  of 
the  alarm  box.  Trucks  from  other 
stations  came  to  help  us." 

The  boys  looked  at  the  board.  On  it 
they  saw  the  number  of  the  box  where 
they  had  turned  in  the  alarm. 

Then  the  boys  looked  at  everything 
on  the  fire  truck.  They  tried  the  fire 
siren  and  the  bell.  They  put  on  the 
firemen's  coats  and  hats. 

At  last  it  was  time  for  the  boys  to 
go  home. 

"Thank  you  for  showing  us  the  fire 
station,"  said  George. 

"Come  again,"  said  the  fire  chief. 
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Good  Work 

George  and  Paul  ran  to  get  home  in 
time  for  dinner.  George's  father  was 
waiting  for  him  at  the  door. 

"Well,  George,"  said  his  father, 
"you  and  Paul  did  good  work  today. 
You  gave  the  alarm  in  time  to  save 
many  houses  from  burning." 

"Paul  saw  the  smoke,"  said  George. 
"He  sees  everything." 

"I  am  sorry  for  the  men  who  worked 
at  the  box  factory.  They  must  find 
another  place  to  work,"  said  Father. 
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"What  started  the  fire?'!  asked 
George's  mother. 

"No  one  knows/'  said  George.  "It 
may  be  that  someone  had  a  bonfire 
near  the  factory.  Sparks  from  the 
bonfire  may  have  started  the  fire." 

"It  may  have  started  alone/'  said 
his  father.  "Fire  can  start  alone  in 
rags  that  have  paint  or  oil  on  them. 
Men  who  paint  always  have  rags  with 
oil  and  paint  on  them." 
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"I  have  seen  people  throw  away 
burning  matches/'  said  Mother. 
"Many  fires  are  started  that  way." 

"There  might  have  been  rubbish  in 
the  factory/'  said  Betty.  "Fire  can 
start  in  rubbish,  too." 

"The  fire  may  have  been  started  by 
sparks  from  a  bonfire  or  by  a  burning 
match.  It  may  have  started  in  rubbish 
or  in  rags  with  oil  or  paint  on  them. 
I  think  we  shall  find  that  someone 
was  careless/9  said  Father. 
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Sara  Jane 

Mother  was  cleaning  house.  Betty 
and  George  hurried  home  from  school 
to  help  her  with  the  work. 

The  first  thing  that  they  did  was 
to  look  through  the  rubbish  that  had 
been  put  in  a  big  box. 

They  were  not  sure  that  everything 
in  the  box  was  rubbish.  Sometimes 
they  wanted  to  save  something  that 
Mother  called  rubbish. 
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"Do  not  look  through  that  box/' 
laughed  Mother.  "That  is  rubbish." 

"What  will  you  do  with  it?"  asked 
George.  "Will  you  throw  it  away?" 

"Father  can  burn  it,"  said  Mother. 
"He  will  burn  the  rubbish  on  the  first 
good  day.  He  must  wait  for  a  time 
when  there  is  no  wind." 

Father  came  home  from  work  next 
day  with  a  new  rubbish  burner. 

"Oh,  I  am  glad  you  have  a  burner," 
said  Mother.  "That  is  a  clean  and 
safe  way  to  burn  rubbish." 

"Yes,  it  is  better  than  a  bonfire," 
said  Father.  "There  is  no  wind  today. 
Do  you  want  me  to  take  the  rubbish 
out  and  burn  it  now?'3 

"I  shall  be  glad  to  have  it  out  of  the 
way,"  said  Mother. 
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George  took  the  burner  and  put  it 
in  the  driveway.  It  was  away  from 
the  house  and  the  clothesline. 

" There!"  said  George.  "I  have  put 
it  in  the  driveway.  It  is  away  from 
everything  that  can  burn." 
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"  Get  the  garden  hose/'  said  Father. 
"The  driveway  is  a  safe  place  for  the 
burner,  but  I  want  the  hose  near." 

Father  put  rubbish  in  the  burner 
and  started  the  fire. 

"Stay  away  from  the  burner/'  said 
Father.  "The  fire  can  reach  a  long 
way.  A  little  wind  may  take  burning 
rubbish  out  of  the  burner." 

Betty  was  looking  at  the  fire.  All 
at  once  she  ran  to  Father. 
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"Father,"  she  cried.  "Sara  Jane  is 
in  the  burner.  Save  her,  Father!  I 
got  her  one  Christmas." 

Father  saw  Sara  Jane  between  some 
boxes.  He  could  see  her  face.  The 
fire  had  not  reached  her. 

"  Oh,  you  do  not  want  that  old  doll," 
said  George.  "You  have  not  played 
with  her  for  years.  She  is  rubbish." 

"But  I  do  want  her!"  cried  Betty. 
"Can  you  save  her,  Father?" 
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Father  took  Sara  Jane  out  of  the 
burner.  Her  clothes  were  on  fire. 

George  took  a  little  rug  from  the 
clothesline  and  threw  it  on  Sara  Jane. 
Father  rolled  her  over  and  over  in  the 
rug.  When  he  took  the  rug  off,  the 
doll  did  not  look  very  pretty. 

"Oh,  Sara  Jane,"  cried  Betty.  "How 
you  look!  Your  clothes  are  burned 
and  your  face  is  all  black." 

"I  am  sorry/'  said  Father.  "You 
can  wash  the  black  off  her  face  and 
make  some  new  clothes  for  her." 

"You  put  the  fire  out  very  quickly, 
Father,"  said  George. 

"Fire  must  have  air  or  it  will  not 
burn,"  said  Father.  "We  rolled  Sara 
Jane  in  the  rug  to  keep  the  air  away 
from  the  fire." 
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Father  turned  to  Betty. 

"Would  you  know  what  to  do  if  your 
clothes  were  on  fire?"  he  asked. 

"Yes,"  said  Betty.  "I  would  lie 
down  quickly.  I  would  roll  over  and 
over  while  I  called  for  help.  I  would 
not  run." 
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"If  you  ran,  the  fire  would  burn 
faster,"  said  George.  "Remember  that 
fire  goes  up.  If  you  lie  down  right 
away,  your  face  will  not  be  burned. 
Put  a  rug  around  you  if  you  can." 

"Show  me  just  how  you  would  do 
it,"  said  Father. 
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George  rolled  over  and  over.  He 
rolled  to  the  rug.  Then  he  took  hold 
of  the  rug  and  rolled  in  it. 

"I  would  be  shouting  for  help  while 
I  rolled,"  said  George.  "It  is  very 
much  better  to  have  help." 

"Where  did  you  learn  all  this, 
George?"  asked  Father. 

"We  learned  it  at  school,"  said 
Betty.  "The  school  guards  hold  drills 
to  show  the  little  children  what  to  do 
when  there  is  a  fire." 

"I  am  glad  you  children  know  what 
to  do,"  said  Father.  "But  I  want  you 
to  be  very  sure  that  your  clothes  never 
get  on  fire." 

"We  will,  Father,"  said  Betty.  "Oh, 
look!  Sara  Jane  can  still  open  her 
eyes!  She  will  be  all  right." 
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Dogs  and  Fires 

We  talk  and  read  about  the  cause  of 
fires.  We  have  fire  drills.  We  learn 
what  to  do  when  there  is  a  fire.  We 
know  we  must  give  an  alarm  at  once. 

Dogs  do  not  know  anything  about 
the  cause  of  fires,  but  they  do  know 
enough  to  be  afraid  of  fire. 

Some  dogs  know  what  to  do  when 
people  have  to  be  saved  from  fire. 
They  know  enough  to  give  an  alarm. 

This  is  the  story  of  a  dog  and  a 
fire.  Have  you  read  any  other  story 
about  a  dog  who  gave  a  fire  alarm? 
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Greyboy 

It  was  a  very  cold  night.  The  wind 
roared  around  the  corner  of  the  house. 
Inside  the  house  there  was  a  big  fire 
in  the  fireplace. 

Greyboy  liked  to  lie  on  the  rug 
before  the  fire.  He  liked  to  lie  there 
and  hear  the  wind  roar.  It  was  a  good 
place  to  be  on  a  cold  night. 
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One  night  Billy  played  on  the  rug 
with  Greyboy  for  a  long  time.  Then 
he  went  to  bed.  After  a  time  Greyboy 
went  to  sleep. 

"Time  to  go  to  bed,"  Greyboy  heard 
someone  say. 

He  opened  his  eyes.  He  knew  what 
to  do  when  he  heard  that.  Greyboy 
did  not  sleep  in  the  house.  He  had 
his  own  little  house  in  the  yard.  He 
went  there  every  night  when  his 
master  said,  "Time  to  go  to  bed." 
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Then  Greyboy  heard  Billy's  mother 
say,  "It  is  so  cold  outside!  Just  hear 
the  wind  roar.  Don't  you  think 
Greyboy  should  sleep  in  the  house?'3 

"Well,  yes.  It  would  be  better  for 
him  to  sleep  in  the  house  this  cold 
night,"  said  his  master. 

"Good  night,  Greyboy,"  he  said  to 
the  dog  on  the  rug. 

Greyboy  was  a  polite  dog.  He  sat 
up  and  watched  his  master  go  up  the 
steps.  Then  he  lay  down  again. 
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After  a  while,  the  room  grew  too 
hot  for  Greyboy.  He  got  up  and  went 
into  another  room.  There  he  lay  down 
and  went  to  sleep  again. 

The  wind  still  roared  around  the 
house.  The  fire  was  going  out  and 
everything  was  quiet.  Some  sparks 
jumped  out  of  the  fireplace  and  fell  on 
the  rug.  After  that  everything  was 
quiet  again. 

Greyboy  turned  in  his  sleep.  He 
opened  his  eyes  and  jumped  to  his 
feet.  What  was  that  smell?  Greyboy 
ran  into  the  other  room.  As  soon  as  he 
stepped  into  the  room  he  knew  just 
what  had  caused  that  bad  smell. 

There  was  smoke  in  the  room  and 
Greyboy  could  see  that  the  rug  before 
the  fireplace  was  on  fire. 
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Greyboy  was  afraid.  He  wanted 
to  run  away,  but  he  remembered 
Billy  and  Billy's  father  and  mother. 

He  ran  through  the  smoke  and  up 
the  stairs  to  his  master's  door.  He 
barked  and  barked  at  that  door,  but 
no  one  heard  him. 
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Then  Greyboy  began  to  paw  at  the 
door.  He  pawed  again  and  again. 

Then  the  door  opened  and  Greyboy 
ran  into  the  room.  He  jumped  on  the 
bed  and  barked  and  barked. 

Greyboy's  master  jumped  up. 

"What  is  it?"  he  cried.  "What  is 
it,  Greyboy?" 

Then  he  smelled  the  smoke. 
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Greyboy's  master  reached  for  the 
telephone  and  turned  in  a  fire  alarm. 
The  firemen  came  at  once  and  they 
put  the  fire  out  very  quickly. 

It  would  have  been  a  bad  fire  if 
Greyboy  had  not  been  there. 

Billy  and  his  father  and  mother  will 
always  remember  the  night  when 
Greyboy  stayed  in  the  house. 

Adapted  from  Brave  Tales  of  Real  Dogs,  by  Eleanor  Pease. 
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How  TO  TURN  IN  A  FIRE  ALARM 
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THINGS  THAT  HELP  PUT  OUT  FIRES 


-75 


30. 


DOWN  THE  STREET 
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Skags  the  Milk  Horse 

From  house  to  house,  Skags  took 
his  master,  Jim  Clark. 

At  last  Jim  said,  "I  must  go  to  a 
house  in  the  next  street.  I  will  not 
take  you  there.  I  will  go  between 
the  houses  to  the  next  street  and  come 
right  back.  Wait  here,  Skags!" 

Jim  hurried  around  the  corner  of  a 
house  into  the  next  street. 

At  the  corner,  there  was  ice  on  the 
sidewalk.  Jim  stepped  on  it  and  down 
he  went.  He  lay  very  still. 
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A  policeman  came  down  the  street. 

"What  is  this?"  said  the  policeman. 

But  Jim  Clark  lay  still  and  did  not 
open  his  eyes. 

Some  of  the  people  who  were  passing 
stopped  to  look  at  Jim. 

The  policeman  said,  "I  do  not  think 
this  man  is  badly  hurt,  but  I  must  get 
him  to  a  hospital." 

A  man  who  stopped  said,  "Why, 
that  is  our  milkman.  Here  is  my  car. 
Let  me  take  him  to  the  hospital." 

The  policeman  put  Jim  in  the  car, 
and  they  took  him  to  the  hospital. 

The  doctors  at  the  hospital  said  Jim 
was  not  badly  hurt,  but  it  was  a  long 
time  before  Jim  opened  his  eyes. 

When  Jim  did  open  his  eyes,  he 
said,  "Where  am  I?  Where  is  Skags?" 
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Skags  had  watched  his  master  go 
between  the  houses.  He  had  waited 
for  Jim  to  come  back.  He  waited  and 
waited.  Jim  Clark  did  not  come. 

Skags  watched  the  place  where  his 
master  had  gone.  Boys  and  girls  came 
home  for  lunch  and  went  back  to 
school.  Still  Skags  waited. 

Skags  knew  only  one  thing  to  do, 
and  at  last  he  did  it.  He  started  back 
to  the  barn. 
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When  Skags  came  to  the  corner,  the 
traffic  light  was  red.  Wagons  and  cars 
were  waiting.  Skags  waited,  too. 

When  the  light  was  green  and  other 
traffic  began  to  cross  the  street,  Skags 
went  across. 

Skags  took  his  wagon  across  street 
after  street.  When  the  traffic  light 
was  red,  Skags  waited.  When  the 
light  was  green,  Skags  went  across. 
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Always  he  kept  the  wagon  on  the 
right  side  of  the  street.  No  one  saw 
that  the  wagon  was  without  a  driver. 

At  last  Skags  came  to  the  place 
where  his  wagon  was  kept. 

Skags  passed  the  door  that  went 
into  the  office.  He  passed  the  door 
that  went  into  the  milk  room.  He 
pulled  the  wagon  through  the  door 
that  went  into  the  yard. 

-81 


In  the  yard  Skags  turned  around 
and  backed  the  wagon  into  its  place. 

"Well,  Clark!"  said  the  yard  man. 
"You  are  late  today." 

When  no  driver  got  out  of  the 
wagon,  the  yard  man  came  nearer. 
He  looked  inside  the  wagon. 

"Well,  well,  well!"  he  said. 

Then  the  yard  man  went  to  the  man 
in  the  office  and  told  him  that  Skags 
had  come  back  without  his  master. 

Soon  after  that  the  telephone  rang. 
The  doctor  at  the  hospital  was  calling 
the  office. 

"You  say  he  is  not  badly  hurt?"  the 
man  in  the  office  asked.  "That  is 
good.  His  horse?  You  tell  him  that 
his  horse  took  the  wagon  home  and 
did  not  hurt  anything  in  the  wagon." 

82- 


Before  many  days,  Jim  Clark  was 
well  again.  Every  day,  long  before 
the  sun  was  up,  he  and  Skags  would 
start  out  with  their  milk  wagon. 

"Our  people  have  two  milkmen," 
Jim  said.  "One  of  them  is  Skags." 

Adapted  from  Skags,  the  Milk  Horse, 
by  Miriam  Blanton  Huber 
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The  Little  Red  Car 

Once  there  was  a  little  red  car.  It 
was  a  happy  little  car,  because  its 
master  was  a  good  driver. 

The  master  never  forgot  the  rules. 
He  put  out  his  hand  when  he  wanted 
to  turn  or  stop.  He  looked  out  for 
people  who  were  crossing  the  street, 
and  he  never  went  too  fast. 
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The  little  red  car  and  its  master 
were  very  careful  and  polite.  Careless 
people  always  worried  them. 

When  people  walked  into  the  street 
from  behind  parked  cars,  the  little 
red  car  would  shiver  and  shake.  Its 
master  would  push  on  the  brakes. 

"Oh,  oh!  We  cannot  see  them  when 
they  come  from  between  parked  cars/' 
the  little  red  car  would  say.  "Why 
are  they  so  careless?'3 

Sometimes  people  tried  to  cross  a 
street  when  the  light  was  red.  Then 
the  car  would  shiver  and  shake  and 
its  master  would  push  on  the  brakes. 

"Oh,  my!  Oh,  my!"  the  little  red 
car  would  think.  "What  careless 
people!  I  am  afraid  we  shall  run  into 
one  of  them  someday." 
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When  people  cut  the  corners,  the 
master  put  on  the  brakes  in  a  hurry. 
Then  the  car  would  shake  all  over. 

When  children  came  into  the  street 
on  their  roller  skates,  the  car  and  its 
master  were  worried. 

"Those  children  are  sure  to  get 
hurt  someday,"  said  the  master. 

When  children  played  at  the  curb, 
the  little  red  car  wanted  to  call  to 
them,  "Play  in  the  yard!" 

When  a  boy  ran  into  the  street  to 
get  a  ball,  the  car  stopped  so  quickly 
that  it  nearly  turned  over.  It  was  so 
worried  that  it  could  not  start  again 
for  a  little  while. 

"Someone  should  tell  that  little  boy 
not  to  run  into  the  street  after  a  ball," 
thought  the  car. 
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The  master  took  very  good  care  of 
the  little  red  car.  He  kept  it  clean 
and  he  gave  it  all  the  oil  and  water 
that  it  should  have. 

The  little  red  car  was  very  happy 
with  its  good  master,  and  it  wanted  to 
stay  with  him. 

But  one  day  the  master  took  his  car 
to  a  big  yard  where  there  were  many 
other  cars.  Then  he  went  away  and 
did  not  come  back. 
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The  little  red  car  looked  around. 
There  were  big  cars  and  little  cars  and 
even  trucks  in  the  yard.  Some  of  the 
cars  were  new,  but  most  of  them  were 
very  old. 

The  little  car  was  lonely  in  the  yard 
without  its  master. 

One  day  some  people  came  to  look 
at  the  red  car.  One  of  the  men  said, 
"This  car  had  good  care.  The  man 
who  owned  it  was  a  careful  driver." 

"  Good ! "  said  the  other  man.  "  I  will 
take  this  car." 


The  little  red  car  was  happy  to  be 
going  down  the  street  again,  but  it 
was  not  happy  very  long. 

The  new  master  was  not  a  very  good 
driver.  He  forgot  the  rules. 

He  did  not  always  stop  for  the  red 
light.  He  did  not  put  out  his  hand 
when  he  wanted  to  turn  or  to  stop. 
He  always  went  too  fast,  and  he  did 
not  give  other  cars  enough  room. 

It  was  hard  for  a  polite  and  careful 
car  to  do  the  things  that  this  driver 
wanted  it  to  do. 
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How  the  little  car  worried  about 
careless  people  now!  The  new  master 
did  not  look  out  for  them  at  all. 

The  new  master  did  not  take  good 
care  of  the  little  red  car.  He  forgot  to 
give  it  oil  and  water  and  air.  He 
never  kept  it  clean. 

One  day  a  policeman  saw  the  little 
car's  master  go  through  a  red  light. 
He  called  the  car  and  its  master  over 
to  the  curb. 
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'You  went  through  the  red  light/' 
said  the  policeman.  "I  have  seen  you 
do  other  things  that  were  wrong.  You 
must  come  with  me." 

Before  very  long,  the  little  red  car 
was  back  in  the  yard  with  all  the 
other  cars  again. 

"  What  a  time  I  have  had ! "  said  the 
car  with  a  shiver.  "I  will  fall  to  pieces 
before  I  will  work  for  another  careless 
driver.  I  cannot  stand  it." 

A  man  came  into  the  big  yard  and 
cleaned  the  little  car.  He  put  a  new 
sign  on  it. 

Soon  another  man  came.  He  looked 
at  the  little  car. 

"This  looks  like  a  good  car,"  he 
said.  "I  will  do  a  little  work  on  it 
and  then  it  will  be  as  good  as  new." 
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The  man  jumped  into  the  little  car 
and  away  he  went.  They  went  through 
the  city  streets  and  they  turned  at 
last  into  a  country  road. 

"This  man  is  careful  and  polite!" 
said  the  little  car.  "He  is  like  my 

first  master.    He  is  a  good  driver  and 

* 

he  knows  all  the  rules." 

They  turned  in  at  a  pretty  white 
house  in  the  country. 

A  boy  and  a  girl  were  playing  under 
the  trees  in  the  yard.  They  shouted 
as  they  ran  to  meet  the  car. 
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"  Oh,  Father ! "  they  cried.  "  What  a 
pretty  car!  Is  it  our  very  own?" 

"Yes,"  said  their  father.  "It  is  our 
very  own.  It  is  a  good  little  car.  It 
had  a  bad  driver  who  hurt  it,  but  I 
can  make  it  as  good  as  new." 

"Mother!"  shouted  the  little  boy  as 
he  ran  to  the  house.  "Come  and  see 
our  new  car.  If  you  will  let  me  have 
some  rags,  I  will  clean  it." 

The  little  car  knew  at  once  that  it 
was  going  to  be  happy  in  this  home. 
What  do  you  think  about  it? 
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What  should  you  do? 
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SLOW 
SCHOOL 


NO 
PASSING 


THROUGH 

STOP 

TRAFFIC 


What  do  the  signs  say? 
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HOME 
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Danny  and  Donny  Make  a  Call 

Danny  and  Donny  were  twins.  It 
was  hard  to  tell  one  from  the  other. 

Danny  did  not  care  if  people  called 
him  Donny,  and  Donny  did  not  care 
if  he  was  called  Danny.  The  twins 
thought  they  were  Danny-Donny. 

The  twins  had  just  learned  to  walk. 
They  could  not  walk  very  well.  They 
walked  just  well  enough  to  get  into 
trouble  many  times  a  day. 
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Bob  lived  near  the  twins  and  he 
liked  to  play  with  them. 

One  day  the  twins  and  their  mother 
came  to  Bob's  house.  Bob  was  very 
happy  to  see  them. 

He  ran  to  find  some  toys  for  the 
twins.  He  gave  them  his  blocks  and  a 
big  rubber  ball.  Then  he  sat  down  on 
the  rug  to  play  with  the  two  boys. 

The  mothers  sat  and  talked  while 
the  children  played  with  the  blocks. 
At  first  they  talked  about  their  houses 
and  about  their  gardens. 

At  last  Bob's  mother  said,  "I  want 
you  to  see  something  interesting  in 
my  garden.  Bob  will  take  care  of  the 
twins  while  we  are  gone." 

"Yes,  I  will  take  care  of  them.  We 
will  play  with  the  blocks,"  said  Bob. 


"  Thank  you,  Bob/'  said  the  twins' 
mother.  "I  am  sure  you  will  have  no 
trouble.  I  shall  not  be  gone  long." 

So  the  mothers  went  out  into  the 
yard.  Bob  and  the  twins  sat  down  to 
play  with  the  blocks. 

Donny  got  up  and  began  to  walk 
around.  This  house  was  not  like  his 
house.  He  saw  many  interesting 
things.  Some  of  them  he  could  reach. 

Bob  hurried  to  put  the  scissors 
where  Donny  could  not  reach  them. 

-99 


Donny  walked  over  to  the  stairs. 

"No,  no!'  said  Bob  as  he  pulled 
Donny  away  from  the  stairs.  "You  are 
too  little  to  go  up  the  stairs." 

He  put  a  chair  across  the  stairs  so 
that  the  twins  could  not  go  there. 

When  Bob  turned  around,  Danny 
was  gone.  Bob  put  Donny  on  the  rug. 
"Play  with  the  blocks/'  he  said.  Then 
he  ran  to  find  Danny. 
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Danny  was  playing  with  the 
matches.  He  had  seen  the  pretty  box, 
and  he  had  reached  for  it.  He  was 
putting  matches  in  rows  on  a  chair. 

Bob  took  all  the  matches  and  put 
them  in  a  high  place.  Then  he  took 
Danny  back  to  the  other  room. 

"Play  here  with  Donny  and  the 
blocks/'  he  said,  and  then  he  saw  that 
Donny  was  gone. 

Donny  was  at  the  window.  He  had 
pushed  the  screen  out  of  the  window. 
His  own  coat  and  hat  lay  on  a  chair 
beside  the  open  window. 

Donny  took  his  coat  and  hat  and 
threw  them  out  of  the  window.  Then 
he  threw  Danny's  coat  and  hat. 

Every  time  he  threw  a  coat  or  a  hat 
he  would  laugh  and  laugh. 
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Many  more  things  might  have  gone 
out  of  the  window,  and  Donny  might 
have  gone,  too.  Bob  came  into  the 
room  just  in  time  to  close  the  window. 

"Donny!  You  bad  boy!"  said  Bob. 

He  took  Donny  away  from  the 
window  and  put  him  on  the  rug  near 
the  blocks.  Then  he  ran  out  of  doors  to 
pick  up  the  screen. 
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'  We  should  have  the  kind  of  screen 
that  cannot  be  pushed  out/'  he 
thought.  "What  trouble  twins  are!" 

When  Bob  came  back,  Donny  was 
on  the  rug  with  the  blocks,  but  Danny 
was  not  in  the  room. 

"More  trouble!"  thought  Bob,  as  he 
went  to  look  for  Danny. 

Danny  was  having  fun  in  the  ice 
box.  He  had  reached  up  and  opened 
the  door  of  the  box.  He  had  taken  out 
milk  and  oranges,  and  the  oranges 
had  rolled  under  the  ice  box. 

Bob  picked  up  the  oranges  and  put 
everything  back  in  the  ice  box. 

Danny  saw  the  kitten.  It  had  gone 
to  sleep  under  a  chair.  Danny  walked 
over  to  the  chair.  He  pulled  the 
kitten  out  and  began  to  play  with  it. 
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The  kitten  did  not  want  to  play  with 
Danny.  It  gave  him  a  scratch  and  ran 
away.  Danny  looked  at  the  scratch 
and  began  to  cry. 

"Do  not  cry  about  a  little  scratch/9 
said  Bob.  "  Come  and  play  with  Donny 
and  the  blocks." 

They  went  back  to  the  other  room. 
There  they  found  Donny  on  a  chair. 
He  was  trying  to  turn  on  the  light. 
Bob  was  just  in  time  to  keep  Donny 
from  falling. 

"  Oh,  Donny ! "  said  Bob.  "  How  much 
more  trouble  will  you  make?'3 

Bob  put  Danny  on  the  rug  near  the 
blocks.  He  put  Donny  on  the  rug  beside 
Danny.  Then  he  sat  down  with  them. 

For  the  first  time  that  day  he  had 
the  twins  playing  with  the  blocks. 
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"I  will  not  let  Donny  and  Danny 
get  away  from  me  again/'  he  thought. 

Just  then  the  mothers  came  back 
from  the  garden.  They  saw  all  the 
children  playing  on  the  rug. 

"  Oh,  you  good  little  children/9  said 
the  mother  of  the  twins.  "There  you 
are  still  playing  with  the  blocks.  I 
knew  you  would  not  make  any  trouble 
while  I  was  gone/' 
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The  Baby  Rabbits 

Mother  Rabbit  made  a  nest  for  her 
baby  rabbits.  She  spread  leaves  in 
the  nest  to  make  it  warm  and  dry. 

"My  baby  rabbits  will  be  warm  in 
this  nest,"  thought  Mother  Rabbit. 
'They  will  be  safe,  too,  for  no  one  can 
see  them  in  here." 
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Every  day  Mother  Rabbit  had  to  go 
out  to  look  for  something  to  eat.  Before 
she  went  away,  she  spread  more  leaves 
over  her  four  baby  rabbits. 

"Now  be  quiet,  little  rabbits/'  she 
said.  "Be  very  quiet  and  stay  here  in 
the  nest  so  that  you  will  be  safe  until 
I  come  back." 

The  four  little  rabbits  would  sleep 
nearly  all  day.  They  always  tried  to 
be  quiet  because  that  was  what 
Mother  Rabbit  had  told  them  to  do. 

There  they  lay  in  the  warm  nest  and 
waited  for  Mother  Rabbit  to  come 
home  and  take  care  of  them. 

The  four  baby  rabbits  grew  bigger 
and  bigger.  Before  long  they  were  old 
enough  to  go  for  a  walk  in  the  field 
with  their  mother. 
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It  was  night  when  Mother  Rabbit 
took  the  baby  rabbits  for  their  first 
walk  with  her. 

"Now  be  quiet,  Baby  Rabbits/'  said 
Mother  Rabbit.  "I  want  to  show  you 
many  things.  There  is  much  for  you 
to  learn  before  you  will  be  safe  in  the 
field  without  me." 

Then  Mother  Rabbit  hopped  away 
and  the  baby  rabbits  hopped  after  her. 
They  stayed  very  near  her. 
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All  at  once  a  mouse  ran  through  the 
leaves.  The  baby  rabbits  did  not  know 
that  it  was  only  a  mouse.  They 
jumped  and  started  to  run  away. 

"Do  not  run/'  said  Mother  Rabbit. 
"That  is  only  a  mouse.  Never  run 
away  from  anything  until  you  know 
what  it  is.  One  of  the  first  things  you 
will  have  to  learn  is  to  freeze." 

"How  do  we  freeze?'3  asked  one  of 
the  baby  rabbits. 
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:'0h,  you  will  learn  to  freeze  very 
quickly/'  said  Mother  Rabbit.  "All  you 
have  to  do  is  to  sit  very,  very  still. 
Then  no  one  can  see  or  hear  you." 

It  was  not  long  before  the  little 
rabbits  had  learned  to  freeze.  They 
always  stopped  to  look  before  they  ran 
away  from  anything. 

"There  are  times  when  you  must 
run/'  said  Mother  Rabbit.  "Rabbits 
must  learn  to  run  very  fast  when 
something  runs  after  them. 

"You  cannot  run  up  a  tree  and  you 
cannot  call.  You  must  learn  what  to 
do  when  you  are  in  danger." 

The  little  rabbits  soon  learned  to 
watch  Mother  Rabbit's  white  tail  and 
to  follow  her  over  the  fields.  They 
learned  to  keep  up  with  her,  too. 
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One  night  Mother  Rabbit  said,  "You 
have  learned  to  play  in  safe  places. 
You  have  learned  to  find  everything 
you  want  to  eat. 

"You  must  learn  one  more  thing. 
Big  rabbits  say  things  by  thumping 
with  their  feet.  You  will  have  to  learn 
to  read  those  thumps." 
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"You  must  be  quiet  so  that  you  can 
hear  what  the  thumps  say/'  said 
Mother  Rabbit.  "  One  thump  tells  you, 
'Look  out!'  Two  thumps  say,  'There 
is  danger!'  Three  say,  'Hide!'" 

The  little  rabbits  had  much  fun 
running  about  the  field  and  thumping 
to  one  another. 

One  bad  little  rabbit  liked  to  give 
three  thumps  and  make  the  other 
rabbits  go  hopping  through  the  field. 
He  liked  to  see  them  hide  in  a  hole. 
Oh,  he  was  a  bad  little  rabbit! 

One  day  Mother  Rabbit  said,  "  Every 
rabbit  must  have  a  safe  place  in  which 
to  hide.  I  will  find  good  holes  for  you. 
You  will  run  to  those  holes  when  you 
are  in  danger.  You  must  never  go 
into  the  holes  to  play." 

112- 


It  was  not  long  until  the  rabbits 
were  old  enough  to  go  out  alone. 

They  could  freeze  when  they  wanted 
to  watch  something  without  being 
seen.  They  could  run  and  hop  as  well 
as  the  big  rabbits  could. 

Each  of  them  had  a  hole  in  which 
to  hide  in  time  of  danger. 

It  was  well  that  the  little  rabbits 
learned  so  quickly.  Mother  Rabbit 
soon  had  a  new  nest  of  baby  rabbits. 
Then  each  of  the  older  rabbits  had  to 
take  care  of  himself. 
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Safety  for  Bears 

There  are  safety  rules  which  baby 
bears  must  learn,  too.  They  have  to 
learn  to  keep  away  from  danger. 

At  first  the  baby  bears  follow 
Mother  Bear  and  try  to  do  everything 
that  she  does. 

In  this  way  they  learn  how  to  find 
things  to  eat/  They  learn  which  places 
are  safe  for  sleep  and  which  ones  are 
safe  for  play. 
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Then  the  little  bears  have  to  learn 
which  trees  are  safe  to  climb. 

They  soon  find  out  that  they  must 
not  climb  very  old  trees.  Old  trees 
have  old  branches  which  break  easily. 
A  bear  who  climbs  a  tree  of  this  kind 
may  have  a  bad  fall. 

Bears  learn  that  they  must  be 
careful  even  in  safe  trees.  They  must 
not  climb  on  little  branches  because 
little  branches  break  very  easily. 
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Safety  for  Dogs 

Dogs  have  lived  with  people  so  long 
that  no  dog  can  take  very  good  care 
of  himself.  People  who  own  dogs  have 
to  look  after  them. 

There  are  many  things  which  boys 
and  girls  can  do  to  take  care  of  their 
dogs  and  keep  them  safe. 
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Every  dog  should  have  a  collar.  The 
collar  should  tell  the  dog's  name  or 
the  name  of  his  master.  It  should  tell 
the  name  of  the  street  and  the  number 
of  the  house  where  he  lives. 

Your  dog  cannot  talk,  but  his  collar 
can  talk  for  him.  He  cannot  tell  his 
name  and  he  cannot  tell  where  he 
lives.  His  collar  tells  those  things. 

Have  you  a  collar  for  your  dog? 
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Some  people  are  afraid  of  dogs.  A 
bad  dog  may  bite  at  any  time.  Even 
a  good  dog  will  bite  if  his  master  is 
in  danger. 

A  dog  who  lives  in  the  city  should 
wear  a  muzzle  when  he  goes  out. 
Then  no  one  will  be  afraid  of  him. 

Many  dogs  like  to  wear  muzzles. 
When  muzzles  are  put  on,  the  dogs 
know  that  they  are  going  for  a  walk. 

The  muzzle  should  not  be  left  on  a 
dog  too  long. 
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Peppi  the  Duck 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  big 
barnyard.  Through  the  barnyard  ran 
a  little  stream  of  water.  Many  ducks 
and  chickens  lived  in  the  barnyard  and 
were  very  happy  there. 

There  was  one  Mother  Duck  who 
had  six  little  ducks.  The  mother  duck 
was  white,  and  all  the  little  ducks 
were  yellow.  One  of  the  little  yellow 
ducks  was  named  Peppi. 
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One  day  Mother  Duck  told  her  six 
little  ducks  that  they  must  go  to  sleep. 
Peppi  could  not  sleep.  His  eyes  would 
not  stay  closed. 

At  last  he  left  the  other  little  ducks. 
He  walked  across  the  barnyard  to  the 
little  stream. 

Now  this  stream  did  not  stop  in  the 
barnyard.  It  went  on  and  on  out  into 
the  wide  world. 

Peppi  wanted  very  much  to  see  the 
wide  world  outside  the  barnyard. 

Mother  Duck  had  told  him  all  about 
the  big  fields  in  the  wide  world  outside. 
She  had  told  him  there  were  many 
worms  in  the  big  fields. 

"  Now/'  thought  Peppi,  "  I  shall  have 
time  to  take  a  little  swim  before 
anyone  knows  that  I  have  gone." 
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Peppi  stepped  into  the  water  and 
started  to  swim.  On  and  on  he  went. 
He  did  not  stop  when  the  stream  went 
out  of  the  barnyard.  He  followed  it 
into  the  wide  world. 

What  a  big  world  it  was!  All  around 
were  the  big  fields.  Peppi  looked  up 
at  the  house  as  he  went  by. 

"That  is  a  big  house/'  he  thought. 
"It  is  fun  to  live  in  such  a  big  place. 
I  am  glad  I  live  there." 
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Peppi  went  on  and  on.  He  was 
having  so  much  fun  that  he  forgot  all 
about  going  home. 

After  a  while  Peppi  saw  something 
which  he  thought  was  a  big  worm.  It 
was  not  a  worm  at  all.  It  was  an  old 
black  snake.  The  snake  had  eaten  his 
dinner  and  had  gone  to  sleep. 

Peppi  climbed  up  to  the  place  where 
the  snake  was  sleeping. 

"  What  a  big  worm ! "  thought  Peppi. 
"I  must  have  a  bite  of  his  tail." 
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And  with  that  Peppi  started  to  take 
a  good  big  bite. 

" His-s-s-s,  his-s-s-s,  his-s-s-s!'  said 
the  black  snake.  "  What  are  you  doing 
to  my  tail?" 

Peppi  was  afraid.  No  worm  had  ever 
said,  "  His-s-s-s ! r>  to  him  before. 

Now  it  is  not  very  polite  to  say 
"  His-s-s-s !':  But  snakes  like  to  be  let 
alone,  and  this  snake  was  very  cross. 
He  did  not  like  to  have  anyone  bite 
his  tail. 
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Peppi  was  so  afraid  of  the  snake 
that  he  could  not  run  away. 

"Why  did  I  come  out  here  alone?" 
thought  Peppi. 

All  this  time  the  snake  was  looking 
very,  very  cross. 

At  last  the  snake  said,  "I  have  just 
eaten  my  dinner  and  I  don't  want  to 
eat  you  now.  If  you  will  promise  to 
come  back  another  day  and  let  me 
eat  you,  I  will  let  you  go." 

Peppi  was  much  afraid.  If  he  said 
that  he  would  come  back  another  day, 
he  would  have  to  come,  for  he  was  a 
good  little  duck. 

"If  I  ever  come  back,"  thought 
Peppi,  "the  snake  will  eat  me.  If  I 
don't  promise  to  come  back,  I  am 
afraid  he  will  eat  me  now." 
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Peppi  was  too  much  afraid  to  try  to 
run  away,  so  he  thought  he  would 
have  to  promise  to  come  back. 

Just  then  Peppi  and  the  snake  heard 
something  in  the  air. 

They  looked  up  and  saw  a  big  bird 
high  over  them.  It  was  an  old  stork, 
and  it  was  coming  toward  them. 
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Peppi  and  the  snake  looked  up  at 
the  stork.  Storks  always  like  to  eat 
snakes,  and  this  old  stork  was  looking 
for  his  dinner. 

The  snake  forgot  all  about  Peppi 
and  started  to  run  away,  but  the  stork 
was  too  fast  for  him. 

In  no  time  at  all,  the  stork  had  the 
snake  and  was  hurrying  away. 

Peppi  was  left  there  alone.  He  was 
shaking  all  over. 

126- 


Peppi  jumped  into  the  stream  and 
began  to  swim  back  to  the  barnyard 
as  fast  as  he  could  go. 

When  the  little  duck  reached  the 
barnyard  he  saw  his  mother  waiting 
for  him.  She  was  so  glad  to  see  him 
that  she  forgot  to  be  cross. 

Peppi  was  glad  to  be  safe  at  home. 
He  promised  his  mother  that  he  would 
never  again  go  away  without  her. 

Adapted  from  Peppi  the  Duck  by  Rhea  Wells. 
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COLD  DAYS 
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The  Prison  of  Ice 

When  Peggy  was  seven,  her  father 
gave  her  a  sled  for  Christmas. 

Peggy  and  Betty  had  much  fun 
sliding  down  a  small  hill  near  Peggy's 
home.  Betty's  big  sister,  Jane,  liked 
to  play  there  with  them. 

But  one  day  Jane  said,  "This  is  a 
baby  hill.  I  am  going  to  a  place  where 
there  is  a  bigger  one." 
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So  off  Jane  went  with  her  sled,  and 
Peggy  and  Betty  were  left  all  alone. 
Soon  their  hill  began  to  look  very 
small  to  them. 

"Let's  find  Jane/'  said  Peggy. 

Peggy  and  Betty  walked  down  the 
street  and  through  the  woods.  They 
called,  but  no  one  answered.  They 
came  at  last  to  a  ravine. 

The  sides  of  the  ravine  were  icy. 
Peggy  and  Betty  thought  that  they 
heard  someone  talking  down  in  the 
ravine.  They  thought  that  they  could 
see  Jane's  red  hat. 

"They  are  having  fun  down  there," 
said  Peggy.  "Let's  go  down." 

"How  can  we  do  it?"  asked  Betty. 

"We  can  sit  on  the  ice  and  slide," 
said  Peggy.  -  u  v^  :  ^  BI: 
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Peggy  and  Betty  sat  down  and  away 
they  went.  Peggy  ran  into  Betty  and 
they  rolled  over  and  over,  but  they 
were  not  hurt. 

When  they  stopped  rolling,  they 
laughed  and  laughed,  and  Peggy  said, 
"Let's  get  Jane  and  the  others  and 
do  it  again." 
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They  called  to  Jane,  and  Jane  came 
slowly  toward  them.  They  saw  that 
she  was  not  laughing. 

"We  are  going  to  slide  down  again," 
said  Betty  to  Jane. 

"You  cannot  get  to  the  top,"  said 
Jane.  "It  is  too  icy.  We  have  tried, 
but  we  always  slide  back  into  the  deep 
ravine.  We  are  in  prison." 

Betty  and  Peggy  stopped  laughing. 

"In  prison!'1  they  cried. 

They  looked  at  one  another. 

"Where  is  the  road?"  asked  Peggy. 

"The  road  is  over  there,"  said  Jane. 
"I  have  called  and  called  and  no  one 
answered  me." 

"Let's  get  all  the  children,"  said 
Peggy.  "Then  we  will  all  shout  as 
loud  as  we  can." 
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By  this  time  it  was  dark.  Peggy's 
father  was  looking  for  the  children. 
He  was  walking  down  the  road  when 
he  heard  the  children  shouting, 

"WE  WANT  TO  GET  OUT!" 

He  ran  to  the  top  of  the  ravine  and 
looked  down.  He  saw  the  children  in 
the  deep  ravine. 

"WE  ARE  COMING  TO  GET  You!" 
shouted  Peggy's  father. 
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Peggy's  father  called  the  fathers  of 
the  other  children.  They  cut  steps  in 
the  ice,  and  the  hungry  children 
climbed  out  of  the  ravine. 

As  they  walked  down  the  icy  road, 
they  shouted: 

"One,  two,  three,  four, 

We  will  never  go  there  any  more. 

Four,  three,  two,  one, 

Dinner  and  home  are  best  of  fun." 

Adapted  from  Peggy  Stories,  by  Mildred  Batchelder. 
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The  Big  Snow 

Right  after  breakfast,  Father  and 
Mother  said  good-by  to  John  and  Ann. 
Then  Father  and  Mother  went  one 
way,  and  John  and  Ann  went  another. 

Father  and  Mother  were  going  to 
drive  to  the  city.  They  would  be  gone 
all  day  long. 

John  and  Ann  were  going  to  stay 
all  day  with  their  friend,  Jean,  who 
lived  in  the  country. 
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John  and  Ann  were  wearing  warm 
clothes,  for  the  day  was  cold  and  they 
had  a  long  walk  before  them. 

They  started  off  down  the  country 
road  and  had  gone  a  long  way.  All  at 
once  John  remembered  the  parrot. 

"Oh,  Ann/'  he  said,  "we  forgot  to 
give  the  parrot  anything  to  eat  or 
drink.  She  will  be  alone  all  day.  We 
don't  want  her  to  be  hungry." 

"Let's  go  back,"  said  Ann. 

So  they  went  back  home  and  took 
care  of  the  parrot. 

When  they  started  down  the  road 
again  the  sun  could  no  longer.be  seen. 

"How  dark  it  is!"  said  John.  "I 
think  it  is  going  to  snow.  Let's  cut 
across  the  fields.  We  will  reach  Jean's 
house  more  quickly  if  we  do." 
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John  was  right  about  the  snow.  The 
day  grew  darker  and  darker,  and  at 
last  the  snow  began  to  fall.  It  came 
down  so  fast  that  the  children  could 
not  see  where  they  were  going. 

Every  little  while  they  fell  down. 
They  fell  because  they  could  not  see 
where  they  were  walking. 

"Such  snow!  I  cannot  see  through 
it  and  I  don't  know  where  we  are.  Do 
you,  John?"  Ann  asked. 
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'No,  I  don't,"  said  John.  'We  are 
lost.  We  may  be  going  the  wrong  way. 
If  we  find  a  house,  we  will  go  in  and 
wait  until  the  snow  stops." 

They  walked  on  and  on.  After  a 
time  they  saw  something  big  and  dark. 

"Here  is  a  house,"  said  John.  "We 
will  ask  the  people  who  live  here  to 
let  us  stay  until  the  snow  stops." 

But  it  was  not  a  house.  It  was  an 
old  barn.  The  children  remembered 
the  place.  The  barn  was  in  a  field  and 
it  was  a  long  way  from  Jean's  house. 
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"We  must  have  been  going  the 
wrong  way  for  a  long  time,  or  we  would 
not  be  in  this  place, "  said  John.  "We 
had  better  stay  here,  now.  There  is 
no  house  close  to  this  barn/' 

Ann  wanted  to  cry,  but  she  did  not 
want  John  to  think  her  a  baby. 

The  old  barn  was  not  a  pleasant 
place  to  stay.  It  was  very  lonely. 
John  and  Ann  stayed  near  the  door 
and  watched  the  snow  fall. 

After  a  time  they  thought  that  the 
snow  was  coming  more  slowly. 
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"We  had  better  go,"  said  John. 
"  Jean's  mother  may  be  worried 
because  we  are  late.  Let's  follow  the 
road  this  time.  There  are  houses  along 
the  road.  If  more  snow  falls  we  can 
find  a  place  to  stay." 

The  children  had  been  standing  in 
the  barn  for  a  long  time  and  they 
were  very  cold.  They  ran  as  fast  as 
they  could  to  get  warm. 

They  climbed  a  high  snowbank,  and 
John  picked  up  some  snow. 

"This  snow  would  make  good 
snowballs/'  he  said.  "Let's  play  in  the 
snow  when  we  get  to  Jean's  house." 

"Oh,  no,"  said  Ann.  "I  am  too  cold 
to  play  outside.  I  do  not  want  to  make 
snowballs.  I  want  to  play  in  the  house 
where  I  will  be  warm." 
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The  two  children  hurried  along  the 
road.  Before  they  reached  Jean's 
house  they  saw  Jean's  father.  He  was 
coming  toward  them. 

"Hello,"  said  Jean's  father.  "I  was 
coming  to  meet  you.  When  it  started 
to  snow,  I  tried  to  telephone  you.  No 
one  answered.  I  was  afraid  you  were 
lost.  I  thought  you  might  have  fallen 
into  a  snowbank." 
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Ann  told  Jean's  father  that  they 
had  been  lost  for  a  while.  John  told 
him  about  finding  the  old  barn  and 
waiting  there  until  they  could  see 
where  they  were  going. 

"That  was  the  right  thing  to  do," 
said  Jean's  father.  "It  is  a  good  thing 
you  found  the  barn.  You  might  still 
be  lost  in  the  snow.  Now  we  must 
hurry  along.  Jean's  mother  has  a 
surprise  for  you  children." 
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Mother's  Surprise 

At  Jean's  house,  Jean  was  looking 
out  of  the  window. 

"I  want  something  to  do,"  she  said. 
"I  have  read  most  of  my  books.  I 
want  John  and  Ann  to  come.  Mother, 
please  let  me  go  outside  and  play  in 
the  snow  while  I  wait  for  them." 

"No,"  said  Mother.  "It  is  too  cold. 
We  will  find  something  pleasant  to 
do  in  here.  When  John  and  Ann  come 
I  shall  have  a  surprise  for  you." 
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Jean  thought  she  could  not  wait  for 
the  surprise.  She  thought  that  John 
and  Ann  would  never  come. 

Jean's  mother  was  very  glad  to  see 
John  and  Ann  when  they  came  in. 
She  did  not  tell  them  how  badly 
worried  she  had  been. 

She  told  the  children  to  stay  close 
to  the  fireplace  until  they  were  dry. 

"Now  for  the  surprise,  Mother/'  said 
Jean  when  the  other  children  were 
warm  and  dry  once  more. 

"How  would  you  children  like  to 
pop  some  corn?"  asked  Mother. 

"What  fun!"  shouted  the  children. 
"We  can  have  a  popcorn  party." 

Mother  got  the  popper  and  a  pan  of 
popcorn.  She  put  some  of  the  popcorn 
in  the  popper  and  gave  it  to  John. 
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"Each  of  you  may  have  a  turn  with 
the  corn  popper/'  said  Mother.  "You 
must  be  careful  not  to  stand  too  close 
to  the  fire." 

At  first  the  children  would  say, 
"  One,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven/' 
as  the  corn  popped.  In  a  little  while  it 
began  to  pop  so  fast  that  they  could 
not  keep  up  with  it. 
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'The  popcorn  hops  around  as  if  it 
were  trying  to  jump  away  from  the 
hot  fire/'  laughed  John. 

"How  would  you  like  to  make  some 
popcorn  balls?'3  asked  Mother. 

"Oh,  we  like  popcorn  balls!"  cried 
Jean  and  Ann  and  John. 

"You  pop  the  corn,  then,  and  I  will 
make  the  candy  for  the  popcorn  balls," 
said  Mother. 

The  children  worked  hard,  but  they 
ate  the  corn  nearly  as  fast  as  they 
popped  it.  At  last  they  had  enough  for 
the  popcorn  balls. 

Mother  made  the  candy  and  put  the 
pan  on  the  table.  She  went  to  get 
the  pan  of  popcorn. 

Jean  went  over  to  look  at  the  candy. 
She  put  her  hand  on  the  candy  pan. 
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"Oh!':  she  cried,  for  the  pan  was 
still  very  hot.  She  pulled  back  so 
quickly  that  she  pulled  the  candy  pan 
from  the  table. 

"Oh,  Jean!  See  what  you  have 
done!"  cried  John. 

Jean  looked  at  the  candy.  It  was 
on  the  table  and  on  the  chair  and 
even  on  her  clothes.  No  candy  at  all 
was  left  in  the  pan. 
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'That  is  too  bad,"  said  Mother.  <I 
am  glad  the  candy  is  on  the  table  and 
not  on  you.  It  would  have  burned  you, 
for  it  is  still  very  hot." 

"Oh,  I  am  so  sorry,  Mother !"  said 
Jean.  "I  know  that  candy  does  not 
get  cold  quickly.  I  was  in  such  a  hurry 
for  the  popcorn  balls  that  I  forgot. 
Now  we  will  have  to  eat  the  popcorn 
without  the  candy." 

"I  think  we  can  eat  the  popcorn 
without  candy,"  laughed  John.  "  Look ! 
There  is  hardly  any  popcorn  left ! " 
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Nanny  Goat 

Nanny  Goat  was  always  hungry.  If 
she  had  a  big  breakfast,  she  was  still 
hungry.  She  would  eat  anything. 

One  day  she  ate  Ben's  shoes  for  her 
lunch.  Another  time  she  had  an  old 
hat  for  her  dinner.  Still  that  goat 
was  hungry. 

Nanny  lived  in  the  country.  How 
she  did  like  to  run  after  the  chickens 
and  the  turkeys  and  the  ducks! 
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Once  in  a  while  Father  would  hear 
the  ducks  say,  "Quack,  quack!" 

Then  he  would  call  to  Ben,  "The 
goat  is  out  again.  Put  Nanny  in  the 
barn.  She  is  after  the  ducks." 

When  Ben  reached  the  barnyard,  he 
always  found  Nanny  having  fun. 

"Baaaa!   Baaaa!'    she  would  say, 

and  the  ducks  would  answer,  "Quack, 

quack!'     Nanny   made   them    cross. 

When  Mother  heard  the  chickens, 

she  knew  they  were  in  trouble. 
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''Oh,  Nanny  is  running  after  the 
chickens/9  she  would  say.  "How  she 
does  like  to  run!  If  they  scratched 
her  she  would  keep  out  of  their  way." 

Then  Ben  would  have  to  run  up 
and  down  in  the  barnyard  and  drive 
Nanny  away  from  the  chickens. 

If  Nanny  did  not  run  after  ducks 
and  chickens  she  ran  after  the  pigs. 
How  the  pigs  did  squeal!  They  could 
not  run  very  fast.  Nanny  thought  it 
was  fun  to  make  them  squeal. 
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"I  think  I  will  make  Nanny  work/' 
said  Ben.  "Then  she  will  not  have  so 
much  time  to  run  after  the  chickens 
and  the  ducks  and  the  pigs/' 

Ben  hitched  Nanny  to  his  wagon. 
He  put  wood  in  the  wagon  and  made 
Nanny  take  it  to  the  house  for  Mother. 

Patty  was  Ben's  little  sister.  When 
Ben  took  care  of  Patty,  he  would  put 
her  in  his  wagon  and  drive  Nanny 
all  over  the  yard. 

Patty  liked  to  take  a  ride  with  Ben. 
Nanny  was  always  a  very  good  goat 
when  she  was  taking  Patty  for  a  ride 
in  the  red  wagon. 

When  the  snow  came,  Nanny  could 
not  pull  the  wagon  very  easily.  Ben 
could  no  longer  take  Patty  for  rides 
in  his  little  wagon. 
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One  day  Ben  thought,  "I  will  hitch 
Nanny  to  my  sled.  Then  Patty  and  I 
can  ride  over  the  snow.  I  can  get  wood 
for  Mother,  too." 

Nanny  did  not  like  to  be  hitched  to 
the  sled.  She  thought  it  went  too  fast. 
She  would  stop  and  say,  "Baaaa! 
Baaaa!"  Then  Ben  would  have  hard 
work  to  make  her  start  again. 
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Before  long  Nanny  learned  to  like 
the  sled.  One  day  Ben  told  Mother 
that  he  would  take  Patty  for  a  ride  on 
his  sled. 

Mother  put  so  many  clothes  on 
Patty  that  she  looked  like  a  big  ball. 
When  Ben  saw  Patty,  he  said,  "It  is 
a  good  thing  that  Patty  is  going  for  a 
ride.  She  is  wearing  so  many  clothes 
that  she  could  not  walk/' 
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Patty  thought  it  was  fun  to  ride  on 
the  sled.  The  sled  went  very  fast 
over  the  icy  walk. 

At  last  they  came  to  the  hill. 

"Let's  ride  down  this  hill  on  the 
sled/'  said  Ben. 

He  sat  down  on  the  sled  and  Patty 
sat  behind  him. 

"Hold  on,  Patty/'  said  Ben.  "Go 
on,  Nanny!  Go  on!': 

But  Nanny  did  not  want  to  go  down 
the  long  hill.  She  stopped  and  said, 
"Baaaa!  Baaaa!"  Then  she  went  on. 

The  goat  went  slowly  at  first.  Then 
her  feet  began  to  slide.  She  tried  to 
stop  but  she  could  not. 

The  sled  behind  her  went  faster  and 
faster.  It  ran  into  Nanny's  feet.  That 
made  her  very  cross. 
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Nanny  could  not  stop  the  sled  and 
she  could  not  stop  her  feet.  She  began 
to  slide  faster  and  faster. 

"Stop,  Nanny!"  shouted  Ben.  "You 
are  going  too  fast.  Stop!  Patty  may 
be  hurt  if  you  do  not  stop." 

But  Nanny  could  not  stop.  They 
went  all  the  way  down  the  hill  as  fast 
as  they  could  go. 

When  they  reached  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  Nanny  put  her  feet  down  hard. 
She  stopped,  but  the  sled  did  not. 
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Nanny  fell  down  and  the  sled  rolled 
over  on  top  of  her.  Nanny  and  the 
children  rolled  into  a  snowbank. 

Ben  was  the  first  to  climb  out.  He 
looked  to  see  if  Patty  was  hurt.  Then 
he  helped  her  up.  Nanny  did  not  wait 
for  help.  She  jumped  to  her  feet. 

"I  am  glad  you  were  wearing  so 
many  clothes,  Patty/'  said  Ben.  "  You 
rolled  like  a  ball.  An  icy  hill  is  no 
place  to  drive  a  goat." 

"Baaaa!  Baaaa!"  said  Nanny  Goat. 
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The  Chisel    * 

Richard  and  his  mother  were  the 
best  of  friends.  One  day  he  thought 
that  he  would  give  her  a  present. 

He  asked  his  father  what  would  be 
a  good  present. 

His  father  said,  "I  know  what  your 
mother  would  like  best.  She  would 
like  you  to  be  a  good  boy  all  the  time. 
I  am  sure  she  would  think  that  the 
best  present  in  the  world." 

"That  is  not  a  present/'  said 
Richard.  "I  want  to  give  something 
she  can  see  and  hold  in  her  hand." 
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Richard  thought  and  thought.  His 
mother  must  want  something. 

One  day  he  heard  his  mother  say, 
"This  door  does  not  close  very  well. 
I  would  trim  off  some  of  the  wood  if 
I  had  a  chisel." 

"  Why,  Mother  wants  a  chisel ! "  said 
Richard.  "I  will  go  to  the  store  and 
get  one  for  her." 

Then  away  he  ran  to  the  store. 
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"You  say  that  this  chisel  is  to  be 
a  present  for  your  mother?"  asked  the 
man  in  the  store.  "I  will  put  it  in 
this  pretty  white  box,  so  that  it  will 
look  like  a  present." 

Richard  ran  all  the  way  back  home. 
He  could  hardly  wait  to  give  his 
mother  the  present. 

"A  present  for  me  ?  "  said  his  mother. 
"Thank  you  very  much,  Richard." 

When  she  opened  the  box,  she  said, 
"Oh,  a  chisel!  Now  we  can  trim  the 
door  and  make  it  close." 

The  next  day,  when  Richard  was 
playing  in  the  yard,  he  found  a  board 
which  was  just  right  for  a  boat. 

"  See,  Mother,"  he  said.  "This  board 
will  make  a  good  boat.  May  I  take 
your  chisel  to  make  the  boat?" 
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'The  chisel  is  sharp,  Richard/'  said 
his  mother.  "Will  you  be  careful  not 
to  get  hurt?"  -- 

"I  know  how  sharp  it  is/'  said 
Richard.  "I  will  be  very  careful." 

Away  he  went,  holding  the  sharp 
chisel  very  carefully. 

At  first  he  was  careful  to  cut  thin 
pieces  from  the  board. 

It  was  interesting  work,  and  very 
soon  Richard  forgot  to  be  careful.  He 
pushed  the  chisel  too  hard,  and  it 
went  into  his  hand. 

The  cut  hurt,  but  Richard  knew  what 
his  mother  would  say  if  he  cried.  He 
went  in  and  showed  her  his  hand. 

"Oh,  Richard,"  said  his  mother. 
"What  a  bad  cut!  I  must  take  care  of 
it  right  away." 
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Richard  sat  very  still  while  his 
mother  cleaned  the  cut  and  put  some 
medicine  on  it.  Then  she  put  a  clean 
bandage  on  his  hand. 

"You  had  better  not  play  with  the 
chisel  any  more/'  she  said.  "Father 
will  show  you  how  to  hold  it  so  that 
you  will  not  get  hurt." 

"Please,  Mother/'  cried  Richard.  "I 
have  to  do  just  a  little  more.  Then 
the  boat  will  be  done.  Please!" 
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"All  right,"  said  his  mother,  "but 
do  be  careful." 

Richard  went  back  to  his  work. 

"This  is  going  to  be  a  good  boat," 
he  said  to  himself.  "If  I  take  off  this 
corner  the  boat  will  be  done." 

With  the  first  push  of  the  chisel,  he 
cut  his  hand  again.  He  showed  his 
mother  the  new  cut. 

"Another  cut?"  said  his  mother,  as 
she  hurried  to  take  care  of  it.  "  Chisels 
are  not  for  little  boys." 

Mother  cleaned  the  cut  and  put 
medicine  and  a  bandage  on  the  hand. 

"Put  the  chisel  away,"  she  said. 

Richard  put  the  chisel  away.  Then 
he  looked  at  his  boat. 

"Mother  will  not  care  if  I  take  off 
one  more  piece,"  he  thought. 
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Richard  went  to  work  carefully,  but 
the  bandage  was  in  his  way.  He  cut 
himself  again,  and  this  time  he  cried. 

Mother  did  not  say  anything.  She 
took  care  of  the  cut  and  then  she  put 
Richard  to  bed. 

Richard  lay  there  and  thought  about 
the  chisel  and  his  boat  and  everything 
his  mother  had  said. 

"Mother  is  right,"  he  said  at  last. 
"Chisels  are  not  for  little  boys." 
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Cuts  and  Scratches 

Have  Mother  take  care  of  every  cut 
right  away.  Have  her  take  care  of 
every  scratch,  too. 

If  you  have  a  sliver,  let  Mother  take 
it  out  right  away. 

Go  to  Mother  at  once  with  your  cut 
and  your  scratch  and  your  sliver.  She 
will  take  care  of  them  for  you. 
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This  is  the  way  to  take  care  of  a 
cut  or  a  scratch. 

Clean  the  place  around  the  cut. 

Put  medicine  on  the  cut. 

Put  a  clean  bandage  on  it. 

Do  this  for  the  place  where  you  take 
out  a  sliver. 

Clean  carefully  any  place  that  has 
been  cut. 
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April  Fool 

Roger  and  Molly  had  talked  for  days 
about  April  Fools'  Day.  They  told 
about  the  things  the  boys  and  girls 
would  do  for  April  Fool. 

"You  may  April  Fool  the  boys  and 
girls  and  even  Mother,  but  you  cannot 
April  Fool  me,"  laughed  Father. 

After  Father  had  gone  to  the  office, 
Roger  and  Molly  talked  about  what 
they  could  do  to  April  Fool  him. 
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When  Mother  asked  them  what  they 
were  talking  about,  they  laughed. 

Father  had  been  saying  for  a  long 
time  that  he  must  rake  the  leaves 
out  of  the  flower  beds  and  plant  some 
flowers.  He  had  not  had  time  for  any 
work  of  that  kind. 

When  April  Fools'  Day  came,  Roger 
and  Molly  worked  hard.  They  raked 
the  brown  leaves  from  the  flower  beds. 
They  put  the  leaves  in  a  basket. 
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"We  must  hide  the  basket,"  said 
Molly.  "Father  must  not  see  it." 

They  put  the  basket  away  and  then 
they  planted  the  flowers  for  Father. 

When  Father  came  home,  Roger  and 
Molly  were  playing  in  the  yard.  Roger 
was  playing  with  his  dog,  and  Molly 
had  her  doll. 

"I  will  help  you  rake  the  flower  beds, 
Father,"  said  Roger.  "Then  you  can 
plant  your  flowers." 
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'I  will  help,  too,"  said  Molly. 

"Good,"  said  Father.  "We  have 
time  to  rake  the  leaves  before  dinner." 

They  all  went  out  to  the  garden. 

"Why!  Who  has  been  here?  "Father 
asked  when  he  saw  the  flower  beds. 

"April  Fool!"  laughed  Roger. 

"April  Fool!"  laughed  Molly. 

"We  did  fool  you,  Father,"  said 
Roger.  "You  thought  that  you  would 
have  to  rake  the  leaves." 

"Yes,  you  did  fool  me,"  laughed 
Father.  "You  win.  This  kind  of  April 
Fool  is  fun." 

When  dinnertime  came,  Roger  and 
Molly  were  very  hungry. 

While  they  were  eating  dinner, 
Mother  said,  "It  is  too  bad  that  there 
are  no  cookies  for  the  children," 
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Roger  and  Molly  tried  to  look  happy, 
but  they  did  want  some  cookies.  After 
dinner  they  went  to  get  their  books. 

On  the  table  there  were  two  boxes 
for  Roger  and  Molly.  The  children 
opened  the  boxes  and  found  cookies. 

"April  Fool!"  laughed  Mother. 

"April  Fool  is  fun,"  said  Molly,  "but 
we  did  not  April  Fool  Mother." 

"Oh  yes,  you  did,"  said  Mother. 
"Father's  April  Fool  was  for  me." 
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Terry  and  the  Frogs 

Terry  lived  in  the  country.  He  had 
many  pets,  but  the  pet  he  liked  best 
of  all  was  his  dog  Rags. 

Rags  was  always  with  Terry.  When 
Terry  went  into  the  house,  Rags  went 
with  him.  When  Terry  went  out  to  the 
barnyard,  Rags  went,  too. 

The  place  Terry  and  Rags  liked  best 
of  all  was  the  big  woods.  When  they 
went  for  a  walk  in  the  woods,  Rags 
would  run  and  hide  from  Terry. 
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Then  Terry  would  call,  "Here, 
Rags!"  and  Rags  would  come  back. 

There  was  a  small  pond  in  the 
woods.  Terry  liked  to  stand  by  the 
pond  and  throw  stones  into  the  water. 

He  liked  to  hear  the  frogs  who  lived 
in  the  pond.  He  thought  he  could  tell 
what  the  frogs  were  saying. 

When  Terry  and  Rags  started  out 
for  a  walk,  Mother  would  say,  "Be 
careful  if  you  go  to  the  pond.  It  is  not 
safe  to  walk  alone  on  the  stones." 
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One  day  Terry  and  Rags  went  to  the 
pond.  Terry  had  his  rubber  ball  with 
him.  He  would  throw  the  ball  and  Rags 
would  get  it  for  him. 

Once  he  threw  the  ball  too  hard  and 
it  went  into  the  water.  There  it  lay 
in  the  water  of  the  pond. 

"How  can  I  get  my  ball?"  thought 
Terry.  "I  think  I  could  reach  it  from 
that  big  stone." 

Terry  remembered  what  his  mother 
had  said  about  the  big  stones.  He  had 
never  been  out  on  the  big  stones 
without  his  father.  Still,  he  did  want 
to  get  that  rubber  ball. 

He  could  hear  all  the  little  frogs 
calling  to  him.  He  thought  that  the 
little  frogs  were  saying,  "Come  and 
get  it!  Come  and  get  it!" 
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He  could  hear  the  big  frogs  calling, 
too.  He  thought  that  they  said,  "  Leave 
it  alone!  Leave  it  alone!" 

"I  can  get  it!  I  can  get  it!  I  can  get 
it!':  barked  Rags. 

Terry  started  out  to  the  big  stone. 
He  was  sure  that  he  heard  the  big 
frogs  say  again,  " Leave  it  alone! 
Leave  it  alone!" 
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But  there  were  all  the  little  frogs 
saying,  "Come  and  get  it!': 

"I  will  go,"  thought  Terry.  "I  know 
I  can  get  my  ball." 

Terry  stepped  carefully  from  one 
stone  to  the  next.  Rags  followed.  He 
jumped  from  stone  to  stone.  At  last 
he  jumped  to  the  very  stone  on  which 
Terry  was  standing. 

Plop!  Terry  fell  into  the  water.  The 
water  was  not  very  deep,  but  Terry 
was  dripping  when  he  came  out. 

"I  told  you  so!  I  told  you  so!"  said 
the  big  frogs. 

Terry  did  not  wait  to  hear  what  the 
little  frogs  said.  He  thought  he  could 
hear  them  laughing. 

When  Mother  saw  Terry,  she  said, 
"Why  Terry!  You  are  dripping!' 
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"My  ball  fell  into  the  pond,"  said 
Terry.  "I  went  out  on  the  stones  to 
get  it,  and  I  fell  into  the  water." 

"You  will  have  to  put  on  some  dry 
clothes,"  said  Mother.  "I  told  you 
that  those  stones  were  not  safe." 

"I  know,"  said  Terry.  "You  are 
saying  what  the  big  frogs  said.  They 
said,  'I  told  you  so!  I  told  you  so!'  " 

Mother  laughed.  She  knew  that 
next  time  Terry  would  stay  away  from 
the  stones  in  the  pond. 
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Spring  Safety 

Spring  is  the  best  time  for  play.  It 
is  fun  to  be  out  in  the  yard  again 
when  the  warm  days  come. 

There  are  many  interesting  things 
to  do  in  the  spring.  That  is  a  time  of 
year,  too,  when  boys  and  girls  should 
play  carefully. 

Can  you  make  some  safety  rules  to 
go  with  each  of  the  spring  pictures? 
You  might  make  a  play  from  your 
safety  rules,  too. 
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Marbles 

Plop!  Plop!  go  the  marbles  as  the 
boys  run  down  the  street. 

Every  boy  has  marbles.  Some  of 
the  girls  like  to  play  marbles,  too. 

The  boys  in  the  picture  want  to  win 
in  the  school  marble  match,  They 
play  marbles  in  Bob's  yard  every  day 
after  school. 
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Kites 


The  first  spring  days  call  for  kites. 
Little  kites,  big  kites,  red  kites,  white 
kites,  green  kites!  There  are  kites  of 
every  kind.  Some  kites  have  long 
tails  and  some  do  not. 

Bob  has  a  big  red  kite.  What  a 
good  time  he  has  with  it!  Now  his 
kite  has  fallen  into  the  branches  of 
a  big  tree  in  the  park. 

How  can  Bob  get  his  kite  out  of  the 
branches  of  that  tree? 
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Rolling  Hoops 

Around,  around,  over  and  over,  went 
the  girls'  hoops.  Nancy  rolled  her  hoop 
one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six  times. 
Barbara  rolled  her  hoop  five  times. 

"I  win!  I  win!"  cried  Nancy.  "You 
run  too  fast,  Barbara.  You  push  too 
hard.  This  is  the  way  to  roll  a  hoop." 

Around,  around,  over,  over,  and  over 
went  Nancy's  hoop. 

Around,  around,  over,  and  over  went 
Barbara's  hoop.  One,  two,  three,  four, 
five,  six  times  it  went. 
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Jumping  the  Rope 

Run  and  jump!  Run  and  jump!  Hop 
and  jump!  The  girls  play  with  their 
jumping  ropes.  Now  they  go  one  by 
one.  Now  they  go  two  by  two. 

Nancy  likes  to  jump  the  big  rope. 
Every  girl  stands  in  line  and  waits 
for  her  turn  to  jump.  There  are  one, 
two,  three,  four,  five  jumps  for  each 
girl,  if  she  does  not  miss! 
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Playing  Ball 

What  boy  does  not  like  to  play  ball? 
Jack  has  a  good  place  to  play  ball  in 
his  back  yard. 

The  other  boys  like  to  play  there, 
too,  because  it  is  a  very  big  yard. 
Jack's  father  has  put  screens  over  the 
windows  so  that  the  boys  will  not 
break  them  with  the  balls. 
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Hopscotch 

Hopscotch  is  something  which  the 
girls  like  to  play  in  the  spring. 

Nancy  and  Barbara  play  hopscotch 
on  the  sidewalk.  People  have  to  walk 
around  them  when  Nancy  and  Barbara 
are  playing  hopscotch. 

What  do  you  think  Nancy  and 
Barbara  should  do?  Is  it  polite  to 
play  hopscotch  on  the  walk?  Where 
would  be  a  better  place  to  play? 
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Roller  Skates 

Jack,  Bob,  Terry,  and  John  had  a 
race  on  their  roller  skates.  They  raced 
from  Jack's  house  to  the  corner. 
Terry  was  first  in  the  line. 

Rags  liked  the  race.  He  ran  and 
barked  when  the  boys  skated. 

Plop!  Terry  fell  down  on  Rags.  Then 
Bob  fell  down  on  Terry,  and  Jack  fell 
down  on  Bob.  Plop!  John  went  down 
on  top  of  them  all ! 

What  a  race! 
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Tops 

John  had  a  big  red  top.  He  liked  to 
spin  his  top.  John's  little  sister  liked 
the  top  as  well  as  John  did. 

She  liked  to  watch  the  red  top  when 
it  was  spinning  around. 

One  day  the  little  sister  was 
standing  too  close  to  John.  The  red 
top  came  down  on  her  foot.  How  it 
hurt!  Now  little  sister  stands  on  the 
steps  to  watch  the  red  top  spin. 
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Nancy's  Ball 

Nancy  liked  her  new  rubber  ball. 
She  bounced  it  in  the  house  and  she 
bounced  it  on  the  sidewalk.  Best  of 
all  she  liked  to  bounce  her  ball  on 
the  steps  of  the  house. 

One  day  the  ball  did  not  bounce  on 
the  steps.  It  bounced  on  Baby. 

"This  is  not  a  good  place  to  bounce 
a  ball/'  said  Nancy.  "I  will  not  bounce 
it  here  when  Baby  is  around." 
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The  Joke  on  Bob 

Bob  went  to  the  country  to  stay 
with  his  friend  Terry.  The  first  thing 
Bob  wanted  to  do  was  to  take  off  his 
shoes.  Terry  did  not  wear  shoes,  and 
Bob  wanted  to  go  without  them. 

Bob  liked  to  walk  without  shoes 
through  the  sand.  Walking  over  stones 
was  not  so  pleasant.  Still  Bob  walked 
along  as  if  he  liked  it.  He  did  not 
want  Terry  to  laugh  at  him  and  call 
him  a  city  boy. 

-191 


One  day  after  breakfast,  Terry's 
mother  asked  the  boys  to  go  to  the 
woods  and  pick  some  berries  for  her. 

"Put  on  your  shoes,  Bob/'  said  Bob's 
mother.  "You  cannot  walk  in  the 
woods  without  your  shoes." 

"I  do  not  want  to  wear  shoes,"  said 
Bob.  "Terry  goes  without  shoes." 

"Terry's  feet  are  harder  than  yours 
because  he  never  wears  shoes  on 
warm  days,"  said  Bob's  mother. 

"Please  let  me  go  without  shoes.  I 
am  a  country  boy,  now,"  said  Bob. 

"Very  well,  but  you  will  not  pick 
many  berries,"  said  his  mother. 

Terry's  mother  gave  the  boys  two 
baskets  and  a  lunch. 

"That  is  to  be  eaten  after  the  berries 
are  picked,"  she  laughed. 
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Terry  and  Bob  said  good-by  and 
started  off  down  the  country  road. 

Terry  was  careful  to  stay  on  the 
left  side  of  the  road  so  that  he  could 
see  the  cars  coming.  Bob  thought  it 
was  funny  to  stay  on  the  left. 

"We  have  to  keep  to  the  right  in 
the  city/'  said  Bob. 

"Yes,  I  know/'  said  Terry.  "In  the 
country  we  must  step  off  the  road  when 
cars  pass.  In  the  city  you  do  not  walk 

in  the  street/' 
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When  the  boys  reached  the  woods, 
Terry  said,  "I  am  hungry.  Let's  sit 
down  and  eat  our  lunch.  We  can  pick 
more  berries  if  we  are  not  hungry." 

It  was  pleasant  under  the  trees,  and 
the  boys  ate  quickly. 

"  Now  we  must  look  for  berries/'  said 
Terry.  "We  will  not  find  many  of 
them  close  to  the  road." 

Bob  followed  Terry  into  the  woods. 

"Ouch!"  he  cried.  He  looked  to  see 
if  Terry  had  heard  him,  but  Terry  did 
not  stop.  Bob  tried  to  walk  on. 

"  Ouch !  Ouch ! "  he  cried. "  Oh,  Terry, 
I  cannot  walk  in  such  a  place.  I  am 
sorry  that  I  did  not  wear  my  shoes. 
I  have  something  in  my  foot." 

Terry  was  sorry  for  Bob,  but  he 
could  hardly  keep  from  laughing. 
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"Oh,  I  want  to  get  out  of  here,"  said 
Bob.  " How  my  feet  hurt!" 

Bob  went  slowly  back  to  the  road. 
He  had  to  wait  there  while  Terry 
picked  a  basket  of  berries. 

After  a  long  time  Terry  came  out 
of  the  woods  with  his  basket  of  berries. 
How  good  they  smelled! 
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The  two  boys  walked  home  slowly. 
Bob  had  to  sit  down  more  than  once. 
His  foot  hurt  even  when  he  sat  down. 

When  they  reached  the  house 
Terry's  mother  said,  "Here  come  the 
boys  with  the  berries.  They  are  late." 

Bob's  mother  looked  at  Bob  and 
then  she  looked  at  his  basket.  There 
were  no  berries  in  that  basket. 

It  was  a  long  time  before  Bob  wanted 
to  hear  anyone  tell  the  story  of  a  city 
boy  who  would  not  wear  shoes  when 
he  went  to  the  woods. 
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The  Fireworks 

Fred  wanted  the  Fourth  of  July  to 
come.  For  days  he  had  heard  about 
the  Fourth  of  July  picnic  in  the  park. 
All  of  Fred's  friends  had  told  him 
about  the  fireworks. 

"I  want  some  fireworks  here  in  our 
yard/'  said  Fred. 

"It  is  not  safe  for  little  boys  to  play 
with  fireworks/'  said  Father.  "That 
is  why  we  have  fireworks  in  the'  park. 
You  can  see  those  fireworks  without 
danger  of  being  hurt." 
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Fred  told  his  dog  about  the  picnic 
and  the  fireworks. 

"I  will  not  let  the  fireworks  hurt 
you,  Jip,"  he  said.  "You  stay  with 
me.  I  like  fireworks." 

Fred  told  Barbara  all  about  the 
fireworks,  too. 

"I  will  not  let  the  fireworks  hurt 
you,  Barbara,"  he  said.  "You  stay 
with  me.  I  like  fireworks." 

At  last  the  Fourth  of  July  came. 
Mother,  Father,  Barbara,  Fred,  and 
Jip  went  to  the  picnic.  There  were 
many  things  to  do  and  to  see. 

Fred  and  Barbara  thought  the  time 
for  the  fireworks  would  never  come. 
When  it  was  nearly  dark,  some  men 
put  a  rope  around  a  place  in  the  park. 
People  had  to  stay  away  from  the  rope. 
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"Must  we  stay  here?'3'  said  Fred. 

"It  is  not  safe  to  be  too  near  the 
fireworks/'  said  Mother.  "We  can  see 
them  better  from  this  place." 

Just  then  the  fireworks  were 
lighted.  Bang!  Bang!  What  a  noise 
they  made!  Fred  jumped  and  ran 
behind  Mother.  The  people  laughed. 
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Bang!  Bang!  went  the  fireworks. 
Fred  cried  a  little,  for  after  all  he  was 
just  four  years  old.  Then  Jip  began  to 
jump  on  Fred. 

"See  the  fireworks!"  said  Barbara. 

Fred  put  his  hands  over  his  eyes. 
Every  time  there  was  a  noise,  Fred 
cried  and  Jip  barked. 

"I  will  give  you  this  balloon  if  you 
will  stand  by  me  and  look  at  the 
fireworks/'  said  Father. 

Fred  looked  at  his  father.  He  looked 
at  the  balloon.  Then  he  laughed  and 
took  the  balloon. 

Just  then  the  fireworks  went  off  with 
such  a  bang  that  Fred  jumped  and 
ran  away.  Jip  ran  after  him. 

Mother  and  Father  looked  for  Fred. 

"He  has  gone  home/'  said  Mother. 
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Father,  Mother,  and  Barbara  then 
hurried  home.  Fred  was  not  in  the 
yard  or  in  the  house. 

"Is  he  lost?'3  asked  Barbara. 

Then  Mother  and  Father  heard  Jip 
bark.  They  went  into  Fred's  room. 
There  was  Jip.  He  ran  to  the  bed  and 
barked  again  and  again.  Fred  came 
out  from  under  the  bed. 

"Did  you  like  the  fireworks,  Fred?" 
asked  Father. 

-201 


'They  made  too  much  noise,"  said 
Fred.  "I  could  hear  the  bang,  bang, 
all  the  way  home.  Jip  did  not  like  the 
noise  of  the  fireworks.  Here  is  your 
balloon,  Father." 

"I  think  you  may  keep  the  balloon," 
said  Father.  "I  know  that  you  had  to 
come  home  with  Jip.  He  did  not  like 
the  loud  noise." 
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Boats  and  Sails 

Terry  had  come  to  the  city  to  stay 
with  Bob.  Rags  came  with  him. 

Bob  had  no  pets  of  his  own.  He  was 
always  glad  when  Rags  came  to  the 
city  with  Terry.  The  boys  took  the 
dog  with  them  everywhere  they  went. 

Bob  and  Terry  made  some  boats. 
Terry  painted  his  boat  red  but  Bob 
painted  his  yellow.  Then  Bob's 
mother  helped  the  two  boys  make 
white  sails  for  the  boats. 
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At  last  the  boats  were  done  and  the 
boys  took  them  to  the  pond  in  the 
park  near  Bob's  house. 

Rags  went  with  them.  He  ran  down 
the  street,  and  then  he  ran  back  to 
bark  at  the  boys. 

He  wanted  to  say,  "  Hurry,  or  there 
will  be  no  time  to  sail  the  boats. ' 

"  What  a  good  day  to  sail  our  boats, 
Terry,"  said  Bob.  "The  wind  is  just 
right  for  sailing." 
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When  the  boys  reached  the  park, 
they  found  many  of  their  friends. 
Most  of  them  had  boats.  Terry  put 
his  boat  in  the  water  at  once. 

"  Look  at  my  sail ! "  he  shouted.  "  See 
my  boat  sail  with  the  wind!' 

Bob  put  his  little  yellow  boat  on  the 
water.  It  sailed  along  behind  Terry's 
little  red  boat.  The  sails  of  the  two 
little  boats  looked  just  like  white 
wings. 
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•'Look  in  the  water,  Terry/'  said 
Bob.  "See  the  water  pictures!" 

The  water  was  so  clean  and  still 
that  the  boys  could  see  pictures  in  it. 
They  saw  a  little  red  boat  with  a 
yellow  one  close  behind  it. 

It  was  so  much  fun  to  look  at  the 
pictures  in  the  water  that  the  boys 
forgot  to  watch  their  boats. 

A  mother  duck  with  her  little  ducks 
was  swimming  in  the  water.  Every 
time  the  ducks  came  near  the  boats, 
they  said,  "Quack,  quack,  quack !' 
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''Quack,  quack !"  said  Mother  Duck. 
"Stay  away  from  those  funny  things. 
I  do  not  want  you  to  be  hurt.  Come 
away!  Do  not  swim  too  near." 

"Quack,  quack !':  said  the  baby 
ducks.  "What  are  those  things, 
Mother?  Will  they  hurt  us?" 

Bob  and  Terry  shouted  and  laughed 
at  the  funny  little  ducks.  The  old 
mother  duck  looked  so  cross  that  the 
boys  forgot  to  watch  their  boats. 

"  Look,  Terry ! "  shouted  Bob.  "  Your 
boat  has  sailed  away." 
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"What  can  I  do?"  asked  Terry. 

"Throw  stones  into  the  water/'  said 
Bob.  "See  if  you  can  make  the  boat 
sail  back  this  way." 

The  boys  threw  stones  into  the 
water,  but  the  red  boat  sailed  on. 

Every  time  a  stone  fell  into  the 
water,  Mother  Duck  would  say, 
"Quack,  quack!  Hurry,  baby  ducks! 
Come  away  from  the  bad  boys." 

"Quack,  quack!'  said  the  baby 
ducks.  "Wait,  Mother  Duck!  Wait!" 

The  boys  ran  around  to  the  other 
side  of  the  pond  and  threw  more 
stones.  The  red  boat  sailed  nearer. 

"I  think  I  can  reach  it  now,"  said 
Terry.  "I  can  reach  it  from  here." 

Terry  reached  for  his  boat,  but 
plop!  He  went  into  the  water. 
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Bob  put  out  his  hand  to  help  Terry. 
Rags  jumped  into  the  pond  to  help. 
Terry  was  soon  out  of  the  water. 

Terry  looked  at  his  boat  and  then 
he  looked  at  Rags. 

"Get  it,  Rags,"  said  Terry. 

Rags  jumped  into  the  water  and 
began  to  swim  to  the  boat.  It  was  hard 
work  for  him  to  pull  the  boat  in,  but 
he  did  it  at  last. 

"  Good  dog ! "  said  Terry.  "  You  have 
saved  my  boat." 

"He  saved  you,  too,"  laughed  Bob. 
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Safety  Habits  and  Attitudes 

8,  11,  14,  20,  112    Practical  jokes  may  be  dangerous. 
12,  23    Practical  jokes  are  out  of  place  at  school. 

13  Take  turns  while  coasting. 

14  Get  out  of  the  way  quickly  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  when 
coasting. 

15  The  practice  of  playing  rough  jokes  may  easily  become 
habitual. 

16,  18    A  leader  should  be  particularly  careful  about  his  con- 
duct. 

19,  20,  22    Safety  is  a  cooperative  enterprise. 
21     It  is  unfair  to  the  group  for  an  individual  to  engage  in 

unsafe  practices. 
21,  23    Some  places  are  especially  dangerous  for  the  playing 

of  practical  jokes. 

29,  30,  31    A  larger  child  should  not  "bully"  smaller  children. 
33,  34    Larger  children  should  look  out  for  the  safety  of  smaller 

children. 

35    It  is  the  responsibility  of  school  guards  to  help  children. 
37,  38    People  should  heed  the  fire  siren  and  bell  by  getting 

out  of  the  way  of  the  fire  truck.    Fire  trucks  must  get  to 

a  fire  quickly. 
41,  74    When  children  see  smoke  or  fire  they  should  notify 

someone  immediately. 

41  One  should  know  the  location  of  the  nearest  fire  alarm  box. 

41,  47,  54,  66    The  alarm  should  be  turned  in  immediately 

when  fire  is  discovered. 

42,  74    One  should  know  how  to  turn  in  the  alarm  at  the  fire 

alarm  box. 

42  After  turning  in  the  alarm,  one  should  wait  at  the  alarm 
box  to  direct  the  firemen  to  the  fire. 

43,  44    Firemen  must  work  quickly. 

46    People  watching  a  fire  should  stay  a  safe  distance  away. 
46    People  should  stay  out  of  the  way  of  firemen. 
45,  46    Little  sparks  may  cause  big  fires. 
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48,  120,  127  Small  children  should  keep  their  mothers  in- 
formed about  where  they  are. 

49  Firemen  must  be  prepared  to  respond  to  alarms  at  a 
moment's  notice. 

50,  51,  52    Cities  have  effective  fire  alarm  systems. 

54    Fires  cause  unemployment  and  other  economic  loss. 

55,  56  Fires  are  caused  by  bonfires  getting  out  of  control, 
spontaneous  combustion,  and  matches  carelessly  thrown 
away. 

56    Nearly  all  fires  are  caused  by  carelessness. 

57,  58    Rubbish  should  not  be  allowed  to  accumulate. 

58,  60    Rubbish  should  not  be  burned  on  a  windy  day. 

58  Rubbish  should  be  burned  in  a  rubbish  burner. 

59  The  burner  should  be  placed  a  safe  distance  from  every- 
thing that  might  burn. 

60,  145    Children  should  stay  a  safe  distance  from  fire. 

62,  64,  65,  75    Fire  in  one's  clothing  may  be  put  out  by  rolling 

in  a  rug. 

63  Fire  in  one's  clothing  may  be  put  out  by  rolling  over  and 
over. 

63,  64    One  should  not  run  when  one's  clothing  is  on  fire. 

63,  65    A  child  should  call  for  help  when  his  clothing  is  on  fire. 
70    There  should  be  a  screen  in  front  of  a  fire  in  a  fireplace. 
73,  74    The  fire  alarm  may  be  given  over  the  telephone. 

77  Ashes  or  sand  should  be  put  on  icy  sidewalks. 

78  Policemen  assist  people  injured  in  accidents. 
80,  85,  89,  90,  91    Traffic  lights  should  be  obeyed. 
81    One  should  keep  to  the  right. 

84,  89,  90  Good  drivers  obey  traffic  lights,  use  proper  signals, 
are  courteous  to  pedestrians,  and  do  not  go  too  fast. 

85  Pedestrians  should  not  step  out  from  between  parked  cars. 

86  People  should  cross  the  street  on  the  crosswalk. 

86    Children  should  not  roller-skate  in  the  street,  play  on  the 

tree  lawn,  or  run  into  the  street. 
87,  90,  91    Cars  that  are  not  kept  in  good  condition  are 

hazards. 
91    Policemen  arrest  traffic  violators.     Drivers  who  do  not 

observe  traffic  laws  should  not  be  permitted  to  drive. 
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98    Large  toys  made  of  wood  or  rubber  are  safe  for  young 
children. 

98  Older  children  should  feel  responsibility  for  younger  chil- 
dren. 

99  Scissors  and  other  sharp  objects  should  be  kept  away  from 
young  children. 

100  It  is  not  safe  for  young  children  to  play  on  the  stairs. 

101  Children  should  not  play  with  matches.   Matches  should 
be  kept  out  of  the  reach  of  small  children. 

101,  102    Open  windows  should  be  screened  when  young  chil- 
dren are  about. 

103  Screens  should  be  fastened  securely. 

103,  104    Playing  with  strange  cats  or  dogs  may  be  dangerous. 

104  Young  children  should  be  taught  not  to  climb  on  chairs, 
etc. 

107    Children  should  obey  their  mothers. 

108,  110,  114    Young  children  should  stay  close  to  the  accom- 
panying adult  when  going  somewhere. 

109,  110,  112    One  must  know  what  to  do  in  case  of  emer- 
gency. 

Ill,  114,  115    Play  only  in  safe  places. 

Ill,  112    People  should  warn  others  about  hazards. 

116,  117,  136    Pets  should  be  properly  cared  for. 

118    Dogs  in  the  city  should  be  muzzled  when  taken  out  on 

the  street. 
122,  123     Children  should  be  cautious  about  touching  strange 

objects  or  things  they  do  not  understand. 
129,  130,  132,  134    Choose  a  safe  place  to  coast. 
132     Keeping  calm  when  in  danger  makes  it  easier  to  help 

one's  self. 

136,  154    Dress  warmly  in  cold  weather. 
138,  139,  142    When  caught  in  a  blizzard,  remain  in  a  shelter 

until  you  can  see  your  way. 

141    Anticipate  emergencies  and  guard  against  them. 
144    Wet  clothing  should  be  removed  or  dried  immediately 

upon  entering  the  house. 
144    Safe  activities  should  be  planned  for  children  who  must 

remain  indoors. 
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147,  148    Be  careful  when  handling  hot  objects. 

155,  156,  157    Use  good  judgment  in  planning  play  activities. 

162,  163,  164,  165    Sharp  tools  are  not  good  playthings  for 

young  children. 
162    Anyone  handling  sharp  tools  needs  to  be  careful. 

162,  164,  165,  166    All  wounds,  no  matter  how  slight,  should 
be  cared  for  immediately. 

163,  164,  166,  167    Proper  care  of  wounds.     Clean  wound, 
paint  with  iodine,  and  bandage. 

168,  169,  170,  173    April  fool  jokes  should  be  harmless. 

175,  176,  178,  179  Young  children  should  not  play  alone  near 
the  water. 

180,  181,  182,  183,  184,  185,  186,  187,  188,  189  Safe  play  and 
safe  places  to  play. 

192,  194,  196    Be  careful  where  you  walk  when  going  barefoot. 

193    Keep  to  the  left  when  walking  on  a  country  road. 

197    Fireworks  are  not  safe  playthings  for  children. 

197  Fireworks  should  be  used  only  at  community  celebrations 
and  only  by  licensed  operators. 

199  Do  not  stand  near  fireworks  when  they  are  being  dis- 
charged. 

208    Be  careful  when  playing  near  the  water. 
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